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DIVINITY. 
<r : 
From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


THE BENEFITS RESULTING FROM THE SACRIFICIAL DEATH, AND 
THE GLORIOUS LIFE, OF JESUS CHRIST ; 
A Sermon ; 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM P. BURGESS. 


“< If, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life,” Rom. v, 10. 

Turovenovut all his writings, we find the apostle Paul acting 
the part of a wise master-builder in the church of God. First of 
all, he lays a good foundation, and then raises upon it a perma- 
nent superstructure. Thus, in the epistle to the Romans, he first 
proves the guilt, depravity, and wretchedness of all men; and then 
he sets forth the only way of salvation through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Having enumerated, in the preceding part of this 
chapter, the blessings consequent on justifying faith, he was na- 
turally led to make mention of the love of God to fallen man, and 
the amazing display of that love in the gift of a Saviour ;—and 
from this he passes on, in our text, to speak of the inestimable 
benefits resulting to mankind from the sacrificial death and the 
exalted life of our blessed Redeemer. 

This passage may be regarded as presenting to us three im- 
portant subjects of consideration :— 

I. The natural condition of all men. | 

II. The present happy condition of Christian believers. 

III. Their encouraging prospects. 


I. The natural condition of all mankind is here delineated. 
Speaking of himself and of his Christian brethren at Rome, he 
says, ‘“* We were enemies,” i. e., enemies to God: and this is @ 
character applicable to all men in their unregenerate state. 

‘‘ The carnal mind,” we are taught, “is enmity against God :” 
and all men being, by nature, under the influence of this carnal 
mind, have within them, whether conscious of it or not, a prin- 
ciple of enmity against the Lord Jehovah. The apostle reminds 
the saints at Colosse that they were “enemies in their minds 
by wicked works.” Wicked works are the outward proof and 
manifestation of that enmity to God, which resides within ; and 
all men, having been engaged in the practice of wicked works, 
are thereby convicted of being enemies to God. 
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But to prove this charge beyond the possibility of a denial, let 
it be noted, we are all by nature enemies to the government of 
God. One who will not acknowledge the authority of his law-. 
ful, earthly sovereign, and who manifests an enmity against his 
government, is accounted an enemy to the sovereign himself ;—~ 
and if it can be shown that we are enemies to the divine govern- 
ment and authority, it will follow that God himself is the object 
of our enmity. 

That Jehovah, our Creator and our King, has a right to com- 
mand, and that we are bound to obey, cannot be disputed : but, 
instead of acknowledging his authority and obeying his laws, we 
have assumed independence, have followed our own will and- 
desires in preference to the will of God, have despised his author- 
ity, and broken his commandments. What God has forbidden, 
we have done ; what he has enjoined, we have neglected. If 
our actions, tempers, and lives, be brought to the standard of his 
- faw, they will fall short of it; if weighed in the balances, they 
will be found wanting. Comparing our conduct with the requi- 
sitions of that holy law, we shall find innumerable deviations ; 
sins of omission and of commission ; sins outward and inward ; 
sins in thought, in word, and in deed. Now all these transgres- 
sions are the effect of a principle of disobedience and rebellion 
deeply planted in the soul, and are so many evidences that we 
are, in reality, enemies to God. 

We are naturally enemies to the character and perfections of 
the Deity: and he who is an enemy, in any point of view, to the 
divine character, is, in effect, an enemy to God himself. But 
here, perhaps, an objector may start, and say,—“ I am no enemy 
to the divine character; I admire the wisdom, goodness, and 
mercy of Jehovah.” ‘True; you may, in your partial. view of 
the Deity, select a few attributes, and regard them with a fan- 
cied approbation and pleasure, while other perfections are either 
wholly overlooked, or regarded with very different feelings. But 
if we really delight in the divine character, we must take account 
of every part of it, and not exalt one perfection to the disparage- 
ment of another. Careless sinners may please themselves in 
contemplating the wisdom and benevolence of God ; but what 
do they think of his justice ? Of this perfection they lose sight, 
or else conceive of it as being entirely swallowed up in mercy. 
They do not like to contemplate God as a just being ; for they 
know that his justice would be all against them. If God be just, 
they are conscious that he will by no means clear the guilty ;— 
consequently they have nothing to expect but that punishment 
which is due to them on account of their sins. What do they 
think of the divine truth and fidelity 2 God has declared that he 
will punish sin; and if his word be true, they have nothing to 
expect but the fulfilment of the threats denounced against trans- 
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gressors. What do they think of the holiness of God? If God 
be holy, sin must be an abomination to him, and sinners must be 
loathsome in his sight, unfit for communion with him, and inca- 
pacitated for the enjoyments of heaven. If God be holy, then, 
such persons can have no prospect of dwelling with him in the 
realms of glory, but must know that eternal misery awaits them 
as their final doom. Hence it is impossible for impenitent sin- 
ners te contemplate the holiness, the truth, or the justice of God 
with any pleasure or comfort, as every consideration arising from’ 
these sources would be unfavourable to them. These divine 
attributes are, accordingly, objects of their dread and enmity,— 
which proves that they are enemies to God himself. It would 
be quite agreeable to their wishes and views, could they be 
assured that justice, truth, and holiness, form no part whatever 
of the divine character. 

In our unregenerate condition we are enemies to the ordinan- 
ces of God: and this is another convincing proof in favour of 
the doctrine of our text. We do not naturally take pleasure in 
religious duties and services ; but seek our happiness in worldly 
pursuits and amusements. To read the Scriptures devoutly and 
reverently,—to pray earnestly for spiritual blessings,—to unite 
with the congregation of the faithful in singing the praises of the 
Most High, in hearing his gospel proclaimed, in commemorating 
the dying love of Jesus, and in declaring what great things the 
Lord hath done for our souls,—these are engagements in which 
the truly pious delight, in which they feel far more pleasure and 
happiness than in any worldly occupation. It is amid such 
engagements as these that they are led to exclaim,—* A day in 
thy courts is better than a thousand: I would rather bea door- 
keeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wick- 
edness.” But these views and feelings are not congenial to the 
fallen nature of man. By the unregenerate, religious duties are 
either wholly neglected, or else are performed in a cold, dull, 
unfeeling way ; being to them no better than a wearisome drud- 
gery. The form of godliness they may possess; but its power 
they deny. Those occupations which constitute the chief plea- 
sure of the true Christian are by them regarded with indifference, 
if not with disgust: and this secret enmity which they feel against 
divine ordinances is a proof of their enmity to God himself, 

Once more, they are enemies to the people of God. The holy, 
consisterit demeanour of the Christian believer is a perpetual 
reproof to them, and a condemnation of their practices. Hence 
arises a principle of enmity against the faithful followers of the 
Lord Jesus: and if they have no authority to oppress and per- 
secute such characters,—if, by the equitable laws and the mild 
spirit of a Christian government, they are restrained from open 
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acts of violence ; still they will, as occasions allow, ridicule and 
oppose the people of God. 

When Saul of Tarsus had been zealously engaged in seizing 
and imprisoning the Christians, and persecuting them even to 
death, Jesus appearing to him as he journeyed towards Damas- 
cus, inquired, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?” Jesus 
regarded all the injuries and persecutions of his followers as 
directed against himself: and whatever enmity against the peo-' 
ple of God exists in any heart, whether circumstances encourage 
or prevent the breaking forth of that enmity in open acts of vio- 
lence, it proves indisputably that such persons are in deed and 
in truth enemies of God. 

Thus then we have abundant evidence, arising from various 
quarters, and all concurring to establish the accuracy of that 
description of fallen man given in our text. 

And here let me pause, and address all such persons. {s there 
not something very awful and alarming in this character? Ene- 
mies to God! What! enemies to the greatest and best of beings, 
——to him who is all-excellent and all-glorious ! Enemies to him, 
who is loved and adored incessantly by the most exalted crea- 
tures in the universe, and who is worthy of all the affections and 
all the services of his intelligent creatures, through every part of 
his vast dominions! What! enemies to him, who is the friend 
and the benefactor of the human race,—our Creator, our pre~ 
server, the source of all our comforts, the author of all our en- 
joyments ! Is it possible that man should be an enemy to God ? 
What ! enemies to that Redeemer who has bought us with a 
price,—who for our sakes relinquished the abodes of heavenly 
bliss, became man, lived a suffering life, and died an accursed 
and ignominious death! Enemies to that Jesus, who has mani- 
fested such astonishing, such unparalleled love to the whole of 
the human race,—who shed his precious blood, who gave up 
his life, to ransom us from endless wo! Enemies to that Saviour, 
who comes loaded with blessings, making the most kind and con- 
descending overtures to guilty man,—offering to raise him from 
the ruins of his fall, to reinstate him in the favour and image of 
his God, and to exalt him finally to the abodes of everlasting bliss! 
And is there, among all the millions of the posterity of Adam, one 
so fallen, so base, so ungrateful, as to be untouched by all that 
Jesus has done and suffered in his behalf; yea, and even to che- 
rish feelings of enmity against his compassionate Redeemer ?—~ 
Alas ! it is a common, a universal case. Judge not by words and 
professions, but by actions ; by the life, the tempers, the general 
conduct of men ; and you will be convinced that they are indeed 
enemies to God and to his Christ. 

Oh, how great is the deformity of sin !—how odious its fea- 
tures,—how deep its stains,—how horrid its malignity! ‘To 
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establish the doctrine of human depravity, no other argument is 
necessary : let it only be proved that man is an enemy to his 
Creator and his Redeemer, and the point is gained. Dreadful, 
indeed, must be that depravity of which this is one character- 
istic ! 

But are you willing to remain in so awful a condition? Oh, 
consider what the consequences will:be! If you continue ene- 
mies to God, you will make God an enemy to you. His kind- 
ness and love will at length cease to manifest themselves towards 
you; his justice and truth will assert their claims; and vengeance 
will fall with tenfold weight on your unhappy heads. How tre- 
mendous the case of him who makes God his enemy! provoking 
the displeasure of that Being, who, by one stroke of his almighty 
arm, can hurl us into the abysses of infernal wo,—that Being, 
who brought the deluge on the old world, and swept away its 
millions of inhabitants with the besom of destruction,—that God, 
the breath of whose anger kindled the flames on the devoted 
plains of Sodom and Gomorrah, and destroyed those incorrigible 
sinners. If God be your enemy, who can befriend you? Who 
can screen you from his vengeance ? When his all-powerful arm 
is lifted, who can ward off the blow? When he arises in his 
wrath, who can stand before him? You may, in the great day 
of reckoning, call on rocks and mountains to fall on you; but 
you will call in vain. Refuge there will be none; help there 
will be none: you will be left to bear alone the weight of the 
divine displeasure, and will learn, by awful experience, what a 
fearful thing it is to fall into the hands of the living God. 

Oh, turn to the Lord speedily ! make haste and delay not, lest 
the season for repentance and mercy should pass away ; lest you 
should perish in your sins, and your doom be sealed in the regions 
of eternal wo. 

II. Our text points out the present happy condition of Chris- 
tian believers ; they are ‘reconciled to God, by the death of his © 
Son.” 

Once they were enemies to God ; now they are his friends. 
. Once they were rebels against the Sovereign of heaven and 
earth ; but they have Jaid down the weapons of rebellion, and 
are now his loyal and obedient subjects. The impious war 
between them and their Creator is terminated, and peace is now 
established. The divine anger which rested on them is with- 
drawn, and God now regards them with favour and approbation. 
That enmity against God, which formerly rankled in their bosom, 
is eradicated, and they now view the Lord Jehovah with a reve- 
rent and filial affection. They love God, because he first loved 
them. 

But how has this blessed change been accomplished ? “ When 
sve Were enemies,” says the apostle, “we were reconciled to 
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God, by the death of his Son.” The death of Christ is the grand 
means, whereby reconciliation is effected between God and man: 
and the death of Christ accomplishes this important end, inas- 
much as it removes every hinderance to a reconciliation, whe- 
ther on God’s part or our own. 

It removes every hinderance to a reconciliation, which might 
remain on God’s part. Not that we imagine that God ever was 
unwilling to be reconciled to man, or reluctant to offer mercy to 
his rebellious creatures. Not that there was need of any foreign 
influence to elicit the compassions of the Deity, and prevent the 
ruin of man. The whole plan of human salvation originated in 
the mercy and love of God. It was his free mercy and bound- 
less love that provided an able, an all-sufficient Saviour,—that 
gave the only-begotten Son out of the bosom of the Father, for 
the redemption of a ruined world ; and from the first dawn of 
grace in the soul till the consummation of the believer’s bliss in 
glory, it is all of the free mercy and love of God. But the death 
of Christ was necessary, as the only medium through which 
mercy could be extended to guilty man: for, however the great 
Jehovah might be inclined to show mercy, we are not to suppose 
that mercy could be exercised at the expense of justice ; or that 
God would lay aside one perfection in order to exalt another.— 
Justice and holiness are as essential to the character of our God 
as mercy ; and if his mercy be displayed at all, it must be in a 
way that shall not be opposed to their claims. 

Nothing but the death of Christ could at the same time satisfy 
the claims of justice, and make way for the exhibition of mercy. 
But by this plan every difficulty is obviated ; and we now see all 
the perfections of the Deity harmonize in the offers of salvation 
to man. 

Justice required that sin should be duly punished. Sin was 
thus punished in the person of Christ. The divine holiness 
required some exhibition of God’s infinite abhorrence of sin.— 
Such an exhibition was given, when it pleased Jehovah to bruise 
his well-beloved Son, and to put him to grief; not for any thing 
he had done, but for the sins of Adam’s fallen race. The truth, 
of God required the fulfilment of those threatenings which had 
been issued against sinners. Those threatenings were fulfilled 
in the sufferings and death of Christ. The debt was fully paid ; 
the cup was drunk off to its very dregs; the’ punishment was 
inflicted, and the curse of the broken law endured. Thus the 
claims of divine justice were satisfied ; the holiness, fidelity, and 
truth of God gloriously exhibited ; and at the same time a new 
channel was opened for the mercy of God to flow freely to the 
millions of human transgressors. 

By the death of Christ, also, every hinderance on our part to 
a reconviliation with God is removed. 
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Although Jesus has atoned for all.our sins, and redeemed us 
with his blood, something more is necessary in order to recon- 
cile man to God :_for we are naturally so blinded and hardened 
by sin, so ignorant of our danger, and so careless about our souls, 
that, if left to ourselves, we should never seek the Lord, or apply 
to him for mercy, or make any effectual effort to secure salva- 
tion. The influences of the Holy Spirit are indispensably neces- 
sary to enlighten our minds, to renovate our hearts, to commence 
and to carry on a work of grace in our souls ; but the gift of the 
Holy Spirit .is one of the blessings resulting from the death of 
Christ, and which could not have been secured by any other 
means. “ If I go not away,” said our Lord to his disciples, ‘the 
Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I depart, I will send 
him unto you.” In consequence of the sacrificial death of Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit is sent forth among men ; and they who improve 
the communications, and yield to the impressions of that divine 
agent, are led to a state of reconciliation with God. By repent- 
ance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, they are 
led to participate in the blessings and privileges of the new cove- 
nant. 

And nothing has so powerful a tendency, under the influences 
of tke Holy Spirit, to warm, and soften, and break the hard, 
insensible heart of man, as a consideration of the bleeding, dying 
love of Jesus. If any thing can move us, if any thing can rouse 
our sleepy affections, if any thing can melt down our stubborn 
hearts into tenderness, if any thing can strike a spark of gratitude 
within our souls, it is this. This it is that sweetly constrains the 
penitent believer to make a surrender of himself to that Saviour 
who has bought him with a price. 

When the Moravian missionaries first visited Greenland, they 
began their efforts to instruct the heathenish inhabitants by 
preaching in a regular and systematic manner on the divine per- 
fections ; representing the great Jehovah as a being, infinite in 
wisdom and power, majesty and glory. For a considerable time 
they preached in this way, without seeing any fruit of their labour. 
None of the Greenlanders were converted ; and the missionaries 
began to despond. At length they thought, We have long preach- 
ed about the divine perfections, and with no effect on the minds 
of these heathens: let us now preach Christ crucified, and try 
whether that subject will move them. The trial was made: the 
Missionaries discoursed to their heathen audience about the love 
of God to a sinful world, manifested in the incarnation, life, suf- 
ferings, and death of Jesus Christ. They had now cast the net 
on the right side, and soon they had a large draught. The poor 
Greenlanders heard with amazement ; they were melted into 
tears ; many of them renounced their idolatry and their sins, 
and embraced the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. 
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It is only by preaching Christ, and him crucified, that minis- 
ters can at any time succeed in winning souls. The Jaw is use- 
ful and necessary in its place ; but only as preparatory to the 
gospel of Jesus. The sinner, convinced and humbled by the 
application of the law, with its threatenings and curses, must be 
directed to Calvary; there to behold incarnate Deity, agonizing, 
bleeding, groaning, dying. This sight will break the sinner’s 
heart ; will cause tears of gratitude to flow; will convert the 
stone into flesh ; will eradicate the enmity of the carnal mind, 
and implant the love of God in its room: and this is the grand 
consideration, by which the Christian believer has his affections 
drawn forth, and fixed on his Redeemer and his God. Hence 
the statement of the apostle, that we are reconciled to ‘God by 
the death of his Son, 


(To be concluded in our next.) 


BIOGRAPHY. 
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From the same. 


MEMOIR OF JANE SANSOM, 
Of Sheepshead, Leicestershire : 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM DALBY. 

_ Jane Sansom was born at Burbage, near Hinckley, Leicester- 
shire, in the month of January, 1742; and was the youngest of 
two daughters. Her father, William Sansom, was a branch of 
an ancient and opulent family of the same place: but, though 
possessed of considerable property, he soon consumed it by a 
course of prodigality. When Jane was but an infant, her kind 
and anxious mother died : but, seeing the prospect that awaited 
her children, in consequence of the father’s evit conduct, she 
requested an intimate friend, Mrs. Mary Willmott, to take care 
of her infant ; saying that she could then die in peace. Mrs. 
Willmott kindly engaged to fulfil the request of the dying mother ; 
and to her fostering care Jane was accordingly committed.— 
About this time the family removed to Sheepshead, in the same 
county, where the father led an abandoned and dissolute life. He 
once seized an opportunity of taking Jane away from the care 
of her female guardian, and of selling her to a company of gip- 
sies: but some humane persons, hearing of the diabolical deed, 
interfered, and prevented her from being carried off by that law- 
less race of people. After this occurrence her inhuman father 
took no farther notice of her, and refused to make any provision 
for her wants. But although her affectionate mother was dead, 
and her “father forsook her, the Lord took her up.” Mrs. 
Willmott, with the most exemplary tenderness, agreeably to her 
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promise, performed a mother’s part, by bringing up Jane with 
her own daughter, and treating her in the same manner. 

Thus situated, Jane, with Miss Mary Willmott, the only daugh- 
ter of this kind woman, was regularly conducted to the religious 
services of the parish church, and was treated by that young 
female as a sister. The most tender affection subsisted between 
them through a long series of years, till they were separated by 
death. In the declining years of Mrs. Willmott, when she was 
borne down by age and infirmities, they jointly ministered to her 
necessities and comfort, till it pleased God to sign her release 
from the abodes of mortality. Jane and her companion were 
both at an early period of life brought to a knowledge of God 
through Jesus Christ: Miss Willmott somewhat before her friend, 
who was herself a member of the Methodist society about sixty- 
seven years. ‘The first Methodist preacher that was ever heard 
in Sheepshead, was Mr. John Brandon, who visited that place in 
the year 1757. Jane attended his ministrations, but, being vain 
and giddy, she paid little attention to the sermon. During the 
same summer, she and her companion went to Hathern-Wake ; 
and, while there, she was induced, a second time, to hear a Me- 
thodist preacher. Mr. Thomas Johnson addressed the congre- 
gation, in the house of Mr. Robert Langdale, whose daughter 
was afterwards married to the late Rev. Joseph Pescod. On 
that occasion Jane was deeply convinced of sin, and began to 
seek the Lord with all her heart. A short time afterwards, Mr. 
Fletcher, the eminently holy vicar of Madely, paid a visit to his 
friend, the Rev. Walter Sellon, at Breedon. Jane heard him 
preach in Mr. Sellon’s church ; and under his powerful ministry 
she was enabled to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, so as to 
obtain ‘redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.” 

I have heard our late friend relate some curious and interest- 
ing particulars respecting Mr. Brandon’s first visit to Sheepshead. 
Two men, of the name of George Hewitt and Thomas Huck- 
nall, being somewhat seriously inclined, used occasionally to go 
from Sheepshead to Breedon, to attend the ministry of Mr. Sel- 
lon. One Lord’s day, while going to Breedon church, or return- 
ing home again, they attended a Methodist meeting at Ashby. 
Mr. Brandon was the preacher; and, approving of what they 
heard, without reflecting upon consequences, they invited him 
to visit Sheepshead, and to preach in the house of Hewitt. The 
time was appointed, and notice given in the neighbourhood.— 
Concerning this arrangement the neighbours expressed various 
opinions, some of which were unfavourable ; so that Hewitt’s 
heart failed him. When the day arrived for the intended preach- 
ing, he locked the doors of his house, and, taking his family with 
him, fled to Cole-Orton, that he might be out of the reach of 
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danger, and avoid all intercourse with such a troublesome guest 
as the Methodist preacher was likely to be, in those days of riot 
and disorder. In the course of the day Mr. Brandon arrived, and 
repaired to the house where he was to have been entertained ; 
but into which he could gain no admittance. Finding the door 
of an adjacent barn open, he entered in, and betook himself to 
prayer. Hucknall, who knew nothing of the cowardice of his 
friend, soon after arrived, expecting to meet the preacher, when 
he also found the house abandoned, and the doors fastened. In 
a state of surprise, he looked around ; and at length, hearing a 
voice from the barn, he hastened to it, and found the preacher 
engaged in prayer. A consultation was immediately held, as to 
the course they should adopt. Mr. Brandon thought it to be his 
duty to address the numerous congregation that was expected 
soon to assemble ; and Hucknall, being of the same mind, ob- 
tained leave of Mr. Robert Bentley, that the preaching should 
be held in his croft. A large concourse of people was soon 
gathered together ; among whom was John Elliott, a man of 
gigantic strength and stature, a celebrated fighter, and the terror 
of the whole town. His presence excitéd some surprise among 
the well-disposed part of the congregation. Instead, however, 
of causing any disturbance, as was apprehended, he took his 
stand immediately before the preacher, presenting his broad 
shoulders as a sort of pulpit on which Mr. Brandon might rest 
his hands. For a time the service proceeded without any inter- 
ruption, till at length the parish schoolmaster began to force his 
way through the crowd, swearing in a most outrageous manner 
that he would puil the preacher down. This excited some con- 
fusion among the people, and caused the preacher to hesitate.— 
When Elliott perceived this, he told the people not to fear; and, 
addressing Mr. Brandon, said, ‘“* Goo on, Mester.” Mr. Brandon 
then proceeded in his discourse, and the swearing schoolmaster 
approached very near; when Elliott, again addressing the 
preacher, said, “ Wow stop a bit, Mester.” 'The preacher was 
silent ; and Elliott, laying hold of the schoolmaster by a leg and 
an arm, carried him through the congregation, and threw him 
among some briers and thorns ; then applying to him a disho- 
nourable epithet, he bade him lie there till the service was ended. 
Resuming, then, his former situation, he said to Mr. Brandon, 
‘* Now goo on, Mester.” The preacher obeyed, and the meeting 
concluded in peace. The next Methodist preacher that visited 
Sheepshead was Mr. William Darney, who addressed a congre- 
gation in the open street. He was plentifully bespattered with 
mud, and no one invited him into any house, or offered him the 
slightest refreshment. 

“The word of the Lord was precious in those days ;” and 
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hence Jane Sansom and her companion, with a few others like- 
minded, used to walk on the sabbath day to Smisby and Breedon, 
to enjoy the ministry of Mr. Sellon. The distance was at least 
six or seven miles, and the roads were very bad: but they took 
their provisions for the day with them, and found themselves 
amply repaid for all their toil in attending the preaching of that 
very sensible and zealous clergyman, who was long distinguished 
as the advocate and friend of Mr. Wesley. The first man who 
sustained the character of a Methodist in that neighbourhood 
was Nicholas Loe, of Dishley-Thorpe. He acted as a friend and 
father to the subject of this memoir, watching over her spiritual 
interests with constant solicitude, till the year 1777, when he 
died in the Lord. Such were the piety and usefulness of this 
very excellent man, that when he died, it seemed as if a pillar 
of the church had failed. Great lamentation was made over 
him by a numerous concourse of friends, who followed him to 
his grave ; which is situated just within Dishley church yard, 
where a plain stone perpetuates his memory, and on which I 
have looked with no common emotion. On the subject of his 
death, the late Rev. Joseph Pescod composed an interesting ode, 
many copies of which were printed and circulated in the neigh- 
bourhood. : 

About the time of Jane Sansom’s conversion, a Methodist 
society was formed at Sheepshead, consisting of herself, Mary 
Willmott, and William Garner, of Long-Whatton. After some 
time, they were joined by Mrs. Swain and her daughter Hannah, 
and subsequently by others ; but they long remained a “little 
flock.” They were warmly attached to each other, and William 
Garner was their leader. During this ‘ day of small things,” the 
preachers who used to visit them, frequently inquired what pro- 
gress they were making, and what number of persons belonged 
to their society. For a time the reply was, “ Only three.” Their 
number was afterwards doubled ; but the answer to the inquiry 
long remained, ‘“‘ Only six.” When this reply was given one 
day, in a somewhat plaintive tone, to Mr. James Clough, he 
cheerfully exclaimed, “Six! Blessed be God ! Six faithful souls 
are sufficient to set a whole town on fire with heavenly love !”— 
On hearing this their hopes were animated. They “thanked 
God, and took courage,” and the pleasure of the Lord prospered 
among them. William Garner is said to have been the first per- 
son who prevailed upon the Methodist preachers regularly to 
visit Sheepshead. They were entertained at the house of Miss 
Willmott, and her companion, Jane Sansom ; and in their kind 
hospitality, as well as in their piety and zeal, long had those men 
of God reason to rejoice. William Garner, who was employed 
in those days as an instrument of great usefulness, was born at 
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Long-Whatton in the year 1739. Of this place he said that Mr. 
Sellon was curate for one year. In his youth William profited by 
the ministry of that excellent man; and when Mr. Sellon ieft 
Long-Whatton, he, and others whose hearts God had touched, 
were in the habit of going to Smisby and Breedon on the Lord’s 
day, that they might still be instructed by his discourses, Wil- 
liam found peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, while 
hearing Mr. Sellon preach on the following text: “1 am he that 
blotteth out thy transgressions for my own name’s sake.” After 
this his conduct as a Christian was highly exemplary, and his 
zealous efforts to promote the interests of religion were rendered 
successful by the blessing of God. He was a means of forming 
a society and of erecting a chapel at Griffy-Dam, where he resi- 
ded for several years; and, having long adorned his Christian 
profession, he died at Whatton in September, 1821, to which 
place he had returned after the death of his father to enjoy his 
paternal inheritance. 

In 1780 Miss Willmott was married to Mr. James Dodd. This 
change of circumstances made it necessary that Jane Sansom 
should be separated from the residence of her friend and com- 
panion ; after which she resided successively at Loughborough, 
Leicester, Ashby, &c. Being much respected by the societies 
in those places, as well as at Griffy-Dam, Castle-Donnington, 
Hathern, Swannington, and Cole-Orton, she was frequently 
called upon by different friends to assist them in times of afflic- 
tion, and in other emergencies ; and wherever she went she 
enjoyed the warm affection of her friends: she also frequently 
visited her old companion, Mrs. Dodd. During this period of 
her life she maintained her integrity, and adorned the doctrine 
of God her Saviour. Meanwhile the cause of religion. prospered 
in Sheepshead ; and in the year 1788 a neat little ehapel was 
erected, with a gallery at one end. Here the society and con- 
gregation enjoyed the means of grace, until the place became 
too strait for them, and was enlarged in 1810 to its present size. 

In the year 1799 Mrs. Dodd departed this life, and Jane was 
requested to return to her former home at Sheepshead, in the 
capacity of housekeeper to the widower ; who did not long sur- 
vive the death of his wife. Before his demise he disposed of his 
house, which adjoined the chapel, to the trustees, upon two con- 
ditions,—That he and Jane should reside in it during their lives ; 
and, That a room and bed should be always reserved for the use 
of the Methodist preachers, whenever they visited the place in 
their stated course of duty. Here, therefore, she resided, and 
continued to entertain “the messengers of the churches,” until 
she also was called to her eternal home. When she was not able 
to minister to them, in consequence of her age and growing 
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infirmities, her kind and pious neighbours were always ready to 
supply her lack of service. It was the joy of her heart to receive 
under her roof the servants of the Lord Jesus; and her happi- 
ness was always heightened when she could prevail upon them 
to remain all night. In pressing this upon her reverend guests, 
however, she could not always succeed ; though the practice of 
continuing all night in the villages belonging to the Methodist 
circuits is more closely connected with the full discharge of 
pastoral duties than many persons seem to imagine. 

During the latter years of her life, our late friend was so borne 
down by age and infirmity, that though she lived so near the cha- 
pel, she could never attend its religious services. She had, how- 
ever, the visits of the preachers ; a class also met in her house, 
and the members of the society were not wanting in:their friendly 
attention to her. By the divine blessing upon these means, her 
soul was kept alive to God, and the consolations of religion 
abounded in her mind. For many years she was chiefly sup- 
ported by keeping a school ; the deficiencies of her income being 
in part made up by the liberality of her friends. Her temporal 
supplies, however, on several occasions, were somewhat scanty ; 
and in her intercourse with an intimate friend, who has long been 
afflicted with blindness, and is no stranger to poverty, the inquiry 
was not unfrequently urged, in the spirit of mutual sympathy, 
‘s Have the ravens brought any thing of late?” Yet, in the midst 
of all her privations, such was her attachment to the cause of 
God, that she sacredly devoted the weekly first-fruits of her 
income to him. The first penny she set apart for God, and 
regularly paid it at the time of her classmeeting: and who will 
say that she was a loser in refusing to withhold that which she 
conscientiously believed her Lord required ; when she had been, 
even from her birth, so peculiarly indebted to the care and bounty 
of Divine Providence? For about twelve months before her 
death, such were her afflictions, that she was compelled to give 
up her school altogether, and to subsist entirely on the kindness 
of her friends; and, notwithstanding the deep poverty which 
many feel in that place, several excellent individuals showed 
their love to her by contributing weekly a penny or twopence 
towards her support. These smull contributions, with a legacy 
of five pounds per annum, left her by a relation, the liberal pre- 
sents of the lady of the clergyman in that place, and the occa- 
sional donations of other friends, supplied her wants till it pleased 
God to remove her to those blissful regions where affliction and 
want are never known. For about eight months she suffered the 
most excruciating pain ; yet she murmured not, “neither charged 
God foolishly,” but bore her afflictions with Christian fortitude 
and resignation ; often expressing her “ desire to depart and to 
be with Christ, which is far better.” She spoke but little for 
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some weeks before her death; but her confidence in her almighty 
Saviour remained unshaken until she entered into the joy of her 
Lord, June 29th, 1824, in the eighty-third year of her age. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
> 


THOUGHTS UPON 


TASTE. 


By the Rev. John Wesley. 


i. A rew weeks ago, I read, 
with care and attention, a cele- 
brated Essay on Taste. 1 cannot 
say but I entered upon it with great 
expectation, as I knew the author 
to be a man of understanding, and 
one whose natural abilities were 
improved by a considerable share 
of learning. I knew likewise that 
the performance itself had been 
highly and generally applauded : 
yea, that the doctor had been ho- 
noured with the medal which is 
yearly given by the society to him 
that produces the best performance 
on the subject proposed. 

2. Yet, to speak the piain truth, 
I cannot affirm that it altogether 
answered my expectation. It did 
not appear tome to be written upon 
a good plan, neither to be well di- 
gested ;—and there are assertions 
almost in every chapter which are 
exceedingly disputable. Many of 
these I could not clearly assert— 
some of them I utterly deny: nei- 
ther could I find in the whole tract 
any clear, just definition of the sub- 
ject: so that, after all he has said, 
one would still be puzzled to an- 
swer the question, ‘‘ What is taste?” 

3. But is there any better book 
upon the subject extant? I do not 
conceive there is—at least I have 
not seen it; although there are 
some ingenious thoughts of Mr. 
Addison upon it in the Spectator ; 
and nearly related to this is his fine 
‘¢ Essay on the Pleasures of Ima- 
gination.” But taste is a more ex- 


tensive word. It does not relate 
to the imagination only. 

4, It may be the more difficult 
to understand the precise meaning 
of the word, because there are so 
few words that are synonymous to 
it. I do not recollect any, either in 
Greek or Latin ; no, nor yet in the 
English language. Indeed we have 
some whichare generally supposed 
to be nearly equivalent with it. So 
a man of taste is almost the same 
with a man of genius, a man of 
sense, or a man of judgment: but 
none of these mean exactly the 
same thing. 

5. ‘* Most languages,” says Mr. 
Addison, ‘‘ make use of this me- 
taphor to express that faculty of 
mind which distinguishes the most 
concealed faults and nicest perfec- 
tions in writings.” But this defi- 
nition is far too narrow, for taste 
refers to other things as well as 
writings : and when he adds, it “‘ is 
that faculty of the soul which dis- 
covers the beauties of an author 
with pleasure, and his imperfec- 
tions with dislike :” this is too nar- 
row still; for taste is concerned 
with many things beside authors. 

6. What then is taste, in the 
general meaning of the word? It 
is certainly a faculty of the mind, 
analagous to the sense of taste. By 
the external sense we relish various 
foods, and distinguish one from the 
other. By the internal, we relish 
and distinguish from each other 
various foods offered to the mind. 
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I'aste is, therefore, that internal 
sense which relishes and distin- 
guishes its proper object. By re- 
lishes 1 mean perceives with plea- 
sure: for in the common accepta- 
tion of the word, we are not said 
to have a taste for displeasing, but 
only for pleasing objects; and as 
various as those objects are, so 
various are the species of taste. 

7. Some of these are objects of 
the understanding. Such are all 
speculative truths ;—particularly 
those of a metaphysical or mathe- 
matical nature. So we say, a man 
has a taste for metaphysics ; which 
is more than to say, he has judg- 
ment therein. It implies, over and 
above, that he has a relish forthem; 
that he finds a sweetness in thestudy 
of them: and when we say, a man 
has a taste for the mathematics, we 
mean by that expression, not only 
that he is capable of understanding 
them, but that he takes pleasure 
therein. 

8. Another species of taste is 
that which relates to the objects 
that gratify the imagination. Thus 
we are accustomed to say, a man 
has a taste for grandeur, for novelty, 
or for beauty: meaning thereby, 
that he takes pleasure in grand, in 
new, or in beautiful objects, whe- 
ther they are such by nature or by 
art: and herein there is an un- 
bounded variety—I mean, in the 
different tastes of men: some ha- 
ving a taste for grandeur, some for 
beauty. Some again have a taste 
for one kind of beauty, and others 
for another. Some have a taste, 
for the beauties of nature; others 
for those of art: the former for 
flowers, meadows, fields, or woods; 
the latter for painting or poetry ;— 
but some have a taste both for the 
one and the other. 

9. But is there not likewise a 
kind of internal sense, whereby 
sve relish the happiness of our fel- 
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low creatures, even without any 
reflection on our own interest,— 
without any reference to ourselves? 
Whereby we bear a part in the 
prosperity of others, and rejoice 
with them that rejoice? Surely 
there is something still in the hu- 
man mind, in many, if not in all, 
(whether by nature or from a 
higher principle,) which interests 
us in the welfare, not only of our 
relatives, our friends,and our neigh- 
bours, but of those who are at the 
greatest distance from us, whether 
in time or place ;—and the most 
generous minds have most of this 
taste for human happiness. 

10. May we not likewise observe 
that there is a beauty in virtue, in 
gratitude, and disinterested bene- 
volence? And have not many at 
least a taste for this? Do they not 
discern and relish it, whereverthey 
find it? Yea, does it not give them 
one of the most delicate pleasures 
whereof the human mind is capa- 
ble? Is not this taste of infinitely 
more value than a taste for any or 
all the pleasures of imagination? 
and is not this pleasure infinitely 
more delicate than any that ever 
resulted, yea, or can result, from 
the utmost refinements of music, 
poetry, or painting? 

1]. As to taste in general, inter- 
nal as well as external taste seems 
to belong to all mankind, although 
infinitely diversified, both as to the 
objects and the degrees of it. When 
therefore we say, “A man has no 
taste,” the words are not to be 
taken strictly, as if he had abso- 
lutely no taste at all, in any of the 
foregoing senses,—-seeing every 
man living has more or less an in- 
ternal as well as external taste.— 
But they are to be understood in a 
limited sense. He has no taste, 
suppose, for metaphysics: he has 
no discernment, and he has noplea- 
sure in things of this abstracted 
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nature. Another man has no taste 
for mathematics: he has neither 
pleasure nor judgment therein.— 
Mean time the mathematician has 
no taste either for poetry or music. 
He does not discern, and he does 
not relish, the beauties either of 
one or the other. But every one 
of these has some internal taste, 
how dull soever it be. 

12. A dull taste is properly one 
that is faint and languid, that has 
no lively perception of its object. 
But sometimes, by a man of a dull 
taste, we mean one that relishes 
dull things :—suppose dull, low 
compositions in music or poetry, 
or coarse and worthless pictures. 
But this is more properly termed 
a bad taste. So one is hugely 
pleased with the daubing of a 
sign-post, another with doggerel 
verses, and a third with the hea- 
venly music of a pair of bagpipes! 
Almost every town and every vil- 
lage supplies us with instances of 
the same kind. We sometimes 
call this a false taste, as it supposes 
things to be excellent which are 
not. In many it is natural: they 
have had this wrong turn ever since 
they were born. But in others it 
is gradually acquired, either by 
reading or conversation. ‘Then 
we term it a vetiated taste: of this, 
too, there are abundant instances. 

13. On the other hand, he has a 
good, a just, or a true taste, which 
discerns and relishes whatever, 
either in the works of nature or 
of art, is truly excellent in its kind. 
This is sometimes termed a correct 
taste; especially when it is delight- 
ed more or less, according to the 
greater or smaller degree of excel- 
lence that is in the object. This 
differs very little, if at all, from a 
jine taste; especially as Mr. Addi- 
son defines it, ‘That faculty of the 
mind which discerns with pleasure 
all the beauties of writing :” should 
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it not be rather, ‘*‘ Which discerns 
all that is grand and beautiful, in 
the works both of art and nature}? 

14. Such a taste as this is much 
to be desired, and that on many 
accounts. It greatly increases those 
pleasures of life which are not only 
innocent but useful. It qualifies us 
to be of far greater service to our 
fellow creatures. It is more espe 
cially desirable for those whose 
profession calls them to converse 
with many : seeing it enables them 
to be more agreeable, and conse- 
quently more profitable in conver- 
sation. 

15. But how shall a man know 
whether he is possessed of this fa- 
culty or not? Let him, says Mr. 
Addison, ‘‘ Read over the celebra- 
ted works of antiquity,” (to know 
whether he has a taste for fine 
writing,) “ which have stood the 
test for so - many ages and coun- 
tries ; or those works among the 
moderns which have the sanction 
of the politer part of our contem- 
poraries. If, upon the perusal of 
such writings, he does not find 
himself delighted in an extraordi- 
nary manner, or if, upon reading 
the admired passages in such au- 
thors, he finds a coldness and indif- 
ference in his thoughts, he ought 
to conclude, not (as is most com- 
mon among tasteless readers) that 
the author wants those perfections 
which have been admired in them, 
but that he himself wants the fa- 
culty of discerning them.” 

16. But how can a man acquire 
this taste? It ‘“‘ must in some de- 
gree-be born with us: as it often 
happens that those who have other 
qualities in perfection are wholly 
void of this. But though it may, 
in some measure, be born with us, 
there are several means of impro- 
ving it, without which it will be 
very imperfect, and of little use to 
the person that possesses it. The 
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most natural means is to be con- 
versaht with the writings of the 
best authors. One that has-any 
taste either discovers new beau- 
ties, or receives stronger impres- 
sions from the masterly strokes of 
a great author, every time he pe- 
ruses him.” 

17. ‘* Conversation with men of 
genius is another means of impro- 
ving our natural taste. It is im- 
possible for a man of the greatest 
parts to consider any thing in its 
whole extent. Every man, besides 
general observations upon an au- 
thor, forms some that are peculiar 
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to his own way of thinking. So 
that conversation will naturally 
furnish us with hints which we 
did not attend to, and make us 
enjoy other men’s parts and re- 
flections as well as our own.”— 
Besides, if we converse freely with 
men of taste, and incite them to 
‘‘ open the window in their breast,” 
we may learn to correct whatever 
is yet amiss in our taste, as well as 
to supply whatever we or they per- 
ceive to be still wanting : all which 
may be directed to that glorious 
end—the pleasing all men, for ther 
good, unto edification. 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE SEVENTH AND EIGHTH CHAPTERS QF S1. 
PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS. 


By William Thacher. 


By attentively reviewing these 
two chapters, they appear as a dis- 
tinct section of the epistle,—con- 
taining a course of argument, with 
introduction, propositions, and con- 
clusions. The whole appears to be 
alldressed directly to the convert- 
ed Jews, for whom the discourse 
is primarily designed. * Know ye 
not, brethren, (for I speak to them 
that know the law,)”—adverting to 
a position in their law familiar to 
all, viz. that on first and second 
marriages, and applying it by me- 
taphor to their former obligation 
to the Mosaic law, which expired 
by the coming of Christ, and to 
their subsequent union with Christ 
by the faith of the gospel, together 
with the design of that union, that 
is, that they ‘should bring forth 
spiritual fruit unto God.” 

Then follow two plain proposi- 
tions,—the first is verse 5th, on 
their former legal state :—‘ For 
when we were in the flesh, the 
motions of sins, which were by the 
law, did work in our members to 
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bring forth fruit unto death.” The 
second proposition is ontheir evan- 
gelical state, verse 6th :—‘ But 
now we are delivered from the law : 
that being dead wherein we were 
held, we should serve in newness 
of spirit, and not in the oldness of 
ihe letter.” Having thus stated 
these two points, he enters dirett- 
ly on the consideration of the law, 
to which he cleaves till the close 
of the 24th verse, in all which dis- 
course there is not a word on 2 
regenerate state, nor even a meén- 
tion of'the Saviour; but he shows 
the predicament of an awakened 
Jew, seeking justification by the 
deeds of the law, and his failure 
in the attempt goes to demonstrate 
this truth, that by the deeds of the 
law shail no flesh be justified. All 
this is done to make the sinner 
fee) the insufficiency of the law 
for salvation, that he might come 
to Christ, and be justified by faith. 
His Jew, indeed, delights in that 
law, to which, as yet, he feels wed- 


ded, after the inward man; but he 
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finds another law in his members,— 
i. e., the carnal mind ruling within 
him, bringing him into captivity to 
the law of sin, which is in his mem- 
bers, and is made to exclaim, on 
the verge of despair, Oh, wretched 
man that Fam! Who shall deliver 
me from tie body of this pea ru t— 
Compare this conclusion with his 
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newness of the Spirit ;” BEFORE, 
‘sin the oldness of the letter.”. To 
be carnal, and sold under sin, de- 
scribes the bond-slave of sin and 
Satan. To be made free, by the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus, describes the happy state of 
the newborn heir of glory ;—and 
how astonishing is it that some 


first propositions :—The motions of literary divines should try to make 


sins whach were by the law did work 
in our members to bring forth fruit 
unto DEATH. 

{n the 25th verse he answers the 
question of the 24th, and then sub- 
joins an inference from the pre- 
ceding argument, viz. that a man 
under the law-work desires to obey 
the spiritual law; but the tyranny 
of the carnal mind keeps him the 
slave of sin, according to the de- 
claration in the 14th verse—car- 
nal, sold under sin. 

The apostle commences his se- 
cond proposition with the eighth 
chapter, which was before stated 
in these words :—‘ But now we 
are delivered from the law: that be- 
ing dead wherein we were held, we 
should serve in newness of the spi- 
rit, and not in the oldness of the let- 
ier.” Here, by the adverb now, he 
shows that he is speaking of their 
present state. There is, therefore, 
Now in your spiritual state, as de- 
livered from the law, which worketh 
wrath,—there is Now no condem- 
nation, as there was in your former 
state, because ye are in Christ Je- 
sus, and because ‘the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made you FREE from the law of sin 
and death :” that law which held its 
subjects in bondage ae yet “‘car- 
nal, sold under sin.” Behold the 
contrast! Qnce a slave of sin, 
under the tyranny of the carnal 
mind ; Now, “ the righteousness of 
the law 1 FULFILLED in us, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit.” Now he serves “ in 


these contrarieties meet together 
in a child of God! 

Yet, while he treats on their 
freedom by grace, he keeps his 
eye on the matter of his first pro- 
position, see verse 3d :—‘ For 
what the Law could not do, in that 
it was weak through the flesh, God, 
by sending his Son, hath done, by 
this sacrifice for sin,—that the 
righteousness of the law might 
(not be broken, as before, but) be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after 
the flesh but after the Spirit :”°— 
thus showing the insufficiency of 
the law, and the sufficiency of 
Christ for salvation. He then 
contrasts the two states, verses 
5th and 6th :—‘ For they that 
are after the flesh, do mind the 
things of the yay and they that 
are after the Spirit, the things of 
the Spirit: for to be carnally mind- 
ed is death, but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace :”—and 
then, to confirm the doctrine of 
his first proposition, he says,— 
‘¢ Because the carnal mind is en- 
mity against God, for it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be; so THEN they that 
are in the flesh (carnal, sold under 
sin) CANNoT please God.” 

In the 9th, 10th, and 11th ver- 
ses, on their renewed state, he 
shows that they, being alive in 
Christ, are consequently dead to 
sin; and leads their minds to the 
subject of the resurrection of the 
body to-immortality, as a result of 
their souls being raised to spiritual 
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tife :-—*¢ Ve are not in the flesh, (the 
carnal state,) but in the Spirit: the 
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life and peace ; he is a child of God; 
he looks for a glorious resurrection; 


body indeed is dead, because of he has the Holy Ghost witnessing 


sin, (mortal, because of the fall,) 
but the spirit is life, (the soul is 
alive,) because of righteousness,” 
(the righteousness of Christ ;)— 
and then he infers their spiritual 
life as a pledge of the resurrection 
of the body. “Ifthe Spirit of him 
that raised up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you, he that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken (raise to life) your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit that (now) 
dwelleth in you.” In the 12th 
verse he infers their obligation, 
arising from these blessings :— 
‘¢ Therefore, brethren, we are 
debtors, not to the flesh to live 
after the flesh :” verse 13th: ‘for 
if ye live after the flesh, ye shall 
die” (a spiritual death;) ‘but if 
ye, through the Spirit, do mortify 
the deeds of the body, ye shall 
live” (a spiritual life) : verse 14th: 
‘For as many as are led by the 


his sonshtp ; he is an heir of God, 
and a jotnt hetr with Christ. Oh! 
how different from his poor legal 
Jew, groaning under his burthen 
of the carnal mind and bady of 
death! From this happy state of 
the Christian he draws arguments 
of support under suffering, verse 
18th :—“ For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time (this 
life) are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us.” The sufferings 
which are consequent on their 
union with Christ, will be a means 
of enhancing the glory of their hea- 
venly state. He secondly brings 
into view that resurrection which 
he had mentioned in the 11th 
verse, to which their earnest ex- 
pectation was directed, and speaks 
of the certainty of their deliverance 
from the bondage of corruption into 
that glorious liberty of the sons of 


Spirit of God, they are the sons of God, which, in verse 23d, he says 


God ;” and from their sonship he 
is led to notice their former slavery 
under the law, in opposition to 
their state of grace under the gos- 
pel, verses 15th and 16th: “ For 
ye have not received the Spirit of 
bondage again to fear; but ye have 
received the spirit of adoptton,— 
whereby we cry, Abba Father! 
The Spirit itself beareth witness, 
with our spirit, that we are the 
sons of God :”——thence inferring 
their heirship in the 17th verse: 
‘¢ And if children, then heirs, heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Christ : 
if so be that we suffer with him, 
that we may be also glorified toge- 
ther.” Here the apostle closes his 
second proposition with the finish 
of his contrast between the legal 
and evangelical states. His Curis- 
TIAN is free; he is spiritual; he 


fulfils a spiritual Jaw ; he enjoys 


is the redemption of their body. — 
He thirdly brings into view the Spi- 
rit of God aiding their hope, their 
earnest expectation, by inspiring 
their minds with faith and prayer, 
that they might not be discouraged 
in the hour of suffering, but that 
all things might work together for 
their good. 

In the 29th and 30th verses he 
says, “ For whom he did foreknow, 
(knew before as his followers,) he 
also did predestinate to be con- 
formed to the (suffering) image of 
his Son, (he who was a man of sor- 
rows, and acquainted with grief,) 
that he might be the first-born 
(captain of their salvation in suf- 
fering) among many brethren.” — 
‘¢ Whom he did predestinate, he 
also called” (to suffer.) ‘Them 
he also justified,” (as faithful in 
suffering.) ‘ Them he also glo- 
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sified.” Compare this with the 
17th and 18th verses, where he 
begins on suffering :—‘“ If so be 
that we suffer with him, that we 
may be glorified together: for I 
reckon that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that shall 
be revealed in us.” He called— 
he justified—he glorified. 

The apostle, having beenbrought 
by his subject to such an eminence, 
casts around his triumphant eye, 
as if surveying the conflicts through 
which he and his fellow Christians 
had passed; and then, looking up 
to the Captain of their salvation, 
filled with holy fervour, he breaks 
out into a series of triumphant in- 
terrogations, as follows :—‘‘ What 
shall we then say to these things? 
If God be for us, who can be against 
us? He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things? Who 
shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God’s elect? *Is it God that 
justifieth 2 Who is he that con- 
demneth? Is it Christ that died ? 
Yea, rather, is he risen again? and 
is he at the right hand of God? 
Doth he also make intercession 
for us? Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Tribula- 
tion? or distress? or persecution? 
or famine? or nakedness? or peril? 
or sword ?”——and then, quoting 
Psalm xliv, 22, he applies it to 
the case in hand for the confirm- 
atian of their faith, and then gives 
one comprehensive answer to the 
whole: “ Nay, inalithese things we 
are more than conquerors, through 
him that loved us.” Here, filled 
with holy triumph, his victorious 
faith breaks forth with, “ I am per- 
snaded that neither death nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
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powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 

With this view of the character 
of St. Paul, in connexion with the 
subject before us, we see in him 
the enlightened, the consistent, the 
energetic, and the overwhelming 
orator, the clear, sound, evangeli- 
cal preacher, and that inspired, 
shining, apostolic luminary, ‘who 
‘‘ was not a whit behind the chief- 
est apostles,”—the great champion 
for gospel truth and holiness, and 
the triumphant conqueror of all, 
even the last, of his enemies,— 
and all this only by Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

But who can, without emotian, ° 
see this excellent herald of grace, 
this ardent, this masterly vindica- 
tor of gospel holiness, compelled 
to become the advocate of sin, and 
made to speak a sentiment so re- 
pugnant to that purity which shines 
so conspicuously in all his letters ? 
He that said, *‘ Let as many of us 
as be perfect be thus minded ;”— 
‘‘ Qld things are passed away, and 
behold att things are becomenew;” 
—‘‘ That we may present EVERY 
MAN PERFECT in Christ Jesus ;”— 
‘‘ That ye may be filled with all the 
fulness of God ;”—“ Holy and with- 
out blame before him in love ;”— 
he that “was caught up into the 
third heavens,”—HE must be made 
the apologist for a continuance in 
sin! And we are told that the com- 
mentary on all his expressions of 
gospel purity might be found in the 
7th chapter of his letter to the Ro- 
mans: that is, he was always “car- 
nal, sold under sin,”—always ‘‘un- 
der captivity to the law of sin, which 
was in his members,”—always a 


. hg Griesbach, who places notes of interrogation in all these places, as here 
quoted. 
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wretched man, almost in despair, 
so ignorant of Christ as to inquire, 
‘¢ Who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death?” With this view of 
St. Paul, shall we choose him for 
a guide? Will he not lead us into 
contradictions, into inconsistency, 
into error? Shall we be “carnal, 
sold (for slaves) under sin,” while 
‘‘ free fromthelaw of sin and death?” 
Shall we be “ under the (Jewish) 
law” and “under grace” at onetime? 
Holy and unholy? ‘“ In Christ,” 
ignorant of Christ? ‘ Perfect in 
Christ Jesus,” and “ serving the law 
of sin?” Where am I? On the rock 
Christ, or in the quagmire of sin? 
Who can tell me? Oh, wretched 
man that lam! Who shall deliver 
from this body of divinity, this mass 
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of contradiction, this scandal onSt- 
Paul’s character? Alas! into what 
difficulty do they fall, who give the 
seventh chapter of Romans as a 
standard of the Christian charac- 
ter! 

Before I close these remarks, I 
shall just observe that the two last 
verses of the eighth chapter of 
Romans are sometimes used in 
support of the doctrine of the in- 
fallible perseverance of the saints: 
to which I reply, that if they can 
find stm included in St. Paul’s ca- 
talogue, or if they can demonstrate 
the position that sin is a creature, 
the passage is an argument for their 
point ;—otherwise, allowing their 
doctrine to be true, those verses 
are no argument in its support. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


“The American Tract Society has been established by the united efforts of some 
of the most distinguished members (both in the ministry and out of it) of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian, Reformed Dutch, Congregational, Bap- 


tist, and Methodist churches.” 


Tue above is copied from an 
editorial article in the Wesleyan 
Journal. Though we would not 
impute to the gentleman who fills 
that department the smallest inten- 
tion to mislead his readers, yet the 
manner in which the above is ex- 
pressed, standing, as it does, in 
connexion with an unqualified ap- 
probation of the American Tract 
Society, and an invitation to the 
patrons of the Journal to unite in 
forming auxiliaries, is calculated 
to make a wrong impression. It 
is true that Mr. Summerfield was 
one of the speakers who address- 
ed the meeting at the time the con- 
stitution of that society was adopt- 
ed, and he was elected a member 
of the publishing committee ; and 
other individuals of the Methodist 
church might have attended on that 
occasion, as is generally the case 
at similar meetings whether they 


approve of the proposed objects 
or not; but the following facts will 
demonstrate that the great major- 
ity of the Methodists in this city, 
and the whole of the New-York 
Methodist Tract Society, refused 
to have any thing to do with the 
proposed union. ; 
The agent commissioned by the 
society in Boston to come to this 
city, with a view to solicit the at- 
tention of the citizens to the sub- 
ject of removing the site of the 
American Tract Society to this 
city, and to invite the co-operation 
of the several Christian denomina- 
tions for the establishment of a 
national institution, called on us, 
the agents of the Methodist Book 
Concern, and preposet his object 
and plans. At first, under cer- 
tain conditions, which were frankly 
mentioned, the utility and feasibi- 
lity of the plan were assented to ; 
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but the farther the subject was in- 
vestigated, and the more maturely 
weighed, the more the difficulties 
seemed to multiply. After several 
interviews, all of which were con- 
ducted by Mr. , the agent of 
the American Tract Society, with 
a Christian temper and liberality, 
a meeting of the managers of the 
New-York Methodist Tract Soci- 
ety was called, to whom was sub- 
mitted a proposition from a com- 
mittee of the New-York Tract 
Society, to form a union. On 
discussing the subject, many and 
(what appeared to be at that time) 
insurmountable difficulties arose in 
the way of the proposed union ;— 
and it was finally resolved to be 
inexpedient, at that time, to con- 
cede to the proposition. This 
resolution was communicated to 
the committee appointed to confer 
with the Methodist Tract Society, 
and to the agent from Boston. 

In the course of the interviews 
with us, on the manner of carrying 
the objects of the society into ef- 
fect, so as to embrace some of all 
denominations of Christians, we 
were requested to name some per- 
sons belonging to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, ministers and 
others, whom it might be proper 
to elect as officers, which was 
done as a matter of courtesy. 

After the above resolution was 
passed, and handed to the parties 
concerned, we were still pressed 
to aim at effecting a union; and 
we are free to say that there ap- 
peared to be a disposition on their 
part to remove out of the way eve- 
ry impediment they could: but, in 
our estimation, there were those 
existing which could not be touch- 
ed; and, learning that it was their 
intention to elect the persons be- 
longing to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, which had been mention- 
ed, some of whom were members 
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and officers of the N. Y. Method- 
ist Tract Society, another meeting 
of its managers was called, when 
the following resolutions, after ma- 
ture consideration, were passed : 


‘¢ At a meeting of the board of 
Managers of the New-York Me- 
thodist Tract Society, March 11, 
1825, the following resolutions 
were unanimously passed :— 

‘‘1. Resolved, That in the opi- 
nion of this board it is inexpedient 
for the Methodist Tract Society to 
unite in the proposed establish- 
ment of a national tract society ; 
and that such an institution, with 
any other of a similar nature, is 
rather fraught with danger to the 
religious communities in this coun; 
try, in which every advance to- 
wards any establishment of a na- 
tional character, professedly con- 
nected with religion, ought to be 
promptly and decidedly discounte- 
nanced. 

‘2. Resolved, That this board 
are of opinion that it will be im- 
proper to place the names of any 
official or other persons in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church on 
any committee, or in any official 
relation, connected with the pro- 
posed establishment, without their 
consent. 

‘<3. Resolved, That a copy of 
the above resolutions be transmit- 
ted by the clerk to the committee 
of the New-York Tract Society, 
and to the agent of the American 
Tract Society.” 

‘‘ The foregoing is a true copy 
from the minutes of the board of 
the New-York Methodist Tract 
Society. L. S. Buriine, 

“ Clerk.” 


‘‘The committee of the New- 
York Tract Society,” mentioned 
in the concluding resolution, was 
appointed by that society to co- 
operate with the agent from Bos- 
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ton, and from whom the written 
communication to our board came; 
and the above resolutions were sent 
to that committee previously to the 
general meeting*® which adopted 
the constitution of the general so- 
ciety, and elected its officers: not- 
withstanding, most of the persons 
which had been named, belonging 
totheMethodist Episcopal Church, 
were elected without either their 
knowledge or consent. It is be- 
lieved that all those (one excepted) 
who were resident in the city of 
New-York, some of whom had pro- 
tested against their election, as soon 
as notified of it. sent in their re- 
signation. What those at a dis- 
tance have done, we know not ;— 
but that all might have information 
of the views entertained here, the 
above resolutions were printed and 
circulated with the last April num- 
ber of this Magazine. 

This information is given, not 
from any hostility to the American 
Tract Society, nor to impugn the 
miotives of those who consider it 
their Christian duty to unite in 
promoting its objects, but for the 
purpose of letting our readers 
know the true circumstances of 
the case, that they may not act 
under an impression that the Me- 
thodists in this city, and especially 
the members of the N. Y. Method- 
ist Tract Society, are amalgama- 
ted with the American Society.— 
We do not wish to throw the small- 
est impediment in the way of its 
benevolent operations, but most 
sincerely hope that the public may 
realize all the spiritual benefit 
from it that is anticipated, and that 
all its evangelical tracts may have 
the most diffusive spread. 
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While, however, we heartily 
wish success to the endeavours of 
that society in circulating religious 
knowledge, we, in conjunction with 
our brethren, who have been ac- 
quainted with the proceedings, 
have thought it most consistent, 
because likely to be productive of 
the most good, to lend our influ- 
ence exclusively to the operations 
of our own society in circulating 
religious tracts. It is possible that 
the time may come when we may 
think differently ;—and whenever 
we shall see sufficient cause toalter 
our opinion, and to think that the 
most good may be effected by a 
general union of all denominations, 
(a thing certainly desirable in it- 
self,) we hope not to be backward 
in avowing our conviction, and in 
proving our sincerity by acting 
accordingly. 

We know it is a very common 
thing in our day to decry sectarian 
prejudice and party zeal, and we 
certainly rejoice at the increase of 
a spirit of catholicism, and the con~ 
sequent decrease of sectarian bi- 
gotry and party prejudice ; but, if 
we are not greatly mistaken, there 
is still existing, even in the midst 
of this cry for universal amalga- 
mation of sects and parties, much 
of the old leaven of bigoted attach- 
ment to party peculiarities, and 
that efforts are still making to 
build up a party, even at the ex- 
pense of others who may stand in 
the way. For ourselves, we frank- 
ly confess, that, while we heartily 
rejoice at every evangelical effort 
that is made to diffuse the know- 
ledge of God our Saviour, we feel 
a predilection for the sect to which 
we belong, and believe it our duty 


* It is perhaps in justice due to the gentlemen alluded to, to say that the shortness 
of the time from the passage of the resolutions to the time of the public meeting— 
being on the same day—might have made it somewhat difficult to prepare substitutes, 
though we think they ought to have read the resolutions in the public meeting, that 
all who voted for the persons belonging to the Methodist church might have known 


that their votes were useless: 
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to promote its interests, because 
we think in so doing we are ad- 
vancing the kingdom of the Lord 
Jesus ;—and we are willing to 
grant that others, in cleaving to 
their party, may be actuated by 
Similar views and motives :—but, 
while we thus frankly avow our- 
selves, we trust that we shall be 
credited for the same sincerity, 
when we say that we believe 
others, not united with us, are 
zealously promoting the same ge- 
neral cause. 

If those, therefore, who follow 
not with us, cast out devils, we 
forbid them not: and if they. think 
they can cast out more, can bring 
more sinners to a saving acquaint- 
ance with the Lord Jesus, by cast- 
ing of their abundance,or even their 
mite, into the treasury of the Ame- 
rican Tract Society, be it so—we 
forbid them not: but if any hesi- 
tate, and finally conclude that by 
following with us they may more 
effectually promote the eause of 
pure religion, they are informed 
that the New-York Methodist 
Tract Society still exists, that its 
funds are not overflowing, that its 
tracts are now published at the 
Methodist Book-Room, that they 
may be had at 10 cents for 100 
pages, and that the society has 
lately added several new tracts to 
its list. (See the third page of the 
cover of this Magazine for a list 
of the tracts.) 

We might observe here, by way 
of conclusion, that we have been 
induced to give this information, 
not merely because the article 
which heads this communication 
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appeared in the Wesleyan Jour- 
nal, but because others have been 
led into a similar mistake, and we 
have been frequently asked our 
views and opinion respecting the 
American Tract Society, and whe- 
ther the N. Y. Methodist Tract 
Society had formed a union with 
it. We therefore, once for all, 
take this method of presenting to 
our readers a true statement of the 
circumstances which accompanied 
the negociation, and its final result; 
at the same time leaving every 
person to follow his own judgment, 
by simply saying, that, however 
desirable in the view of Christian 
philanthropy such a union might 
be, the time seems not to have 
arrived to carry it into effective 
operation. And though there ap- 
pears, at first sight, to be the most 
perfect impartiality in selecting the 
publishing committee of the Ame~ 
rican Tract Society, by securing 
to each denomination a represent- 
ation in it, yet it seems rather a 
violation of the rights of any asso- 
ciation to give power to so small @ 
minority as one solitary member 
to put a veto upon the unanimous 
opinion of all the rest: but this is 
done in the present instance, by its 
being provided in the constitution 
that no tract shall be published so 
long as any one member of the 
publishing committee shall make 
his objections. It is easy to per- 
ceive that one member of that com- 
mittee might, if he would, prevent 
any tract from being published for 
at least one year,—that is, until 
he should be displaced at an an- 
nual election of officers. 


From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 
REASONS FOR RENOUNCING POPERY. 


The following document has been lately published in France, where‘it has excited 
considerable attention. We have no doubt but that it will be perused with interest 


by our Protestant readers. 
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LETTER FROM M. MOLLARD LEFEVRE, A RESPECTABLE MERCHANT OF LYONS, 
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IN FRANCE. 


Srr,—You inquire what were the 
motives which actuated me in the step 
I have just taken, and why I attach so 
much importance to becoming a mem- 
ber of the Christian Reformed Church: 
I am ready to inform you, and to open 
my mind to you with the utmost can- 
dour. The gospel, my conscience, and 
my reason,-—these, in three words, have 
been my guides and advisers. 

I know, by my own experience, that 
man is formed for religion :—I felt the 
need of uniting myself to God by a true 
faith, and by worship; but I felt also 
that this faith and this worship ought to 
have nothing in them contrary to that 
light, that reason, that consciousness of 
right and wrong, which God has im- 
planted within us; and that every reli- 
gion which should not accord with these 
grand principles, or should shrink from 
being examined upon them, could not 
be divine, since God cannot contradict 
ws and his works cannot dread the 

ight. : 

It became, therefore, my wish to re- 
cur to the foundation of the Christian 
faith, by studying the Holy Scriptures 
in the love of truth; and from that mo- 
ment, I may say, a new day broke upon 
me. I read also some of the writings of 
those fathers of the church who lived 
nearest the times of the apostles; and 
they accorded with the gospel in con- 
viricing me that the Christian Reformed 
Church was the true church of Jesus 
Christ, since its faith and worship per- 
fectly agreed with the doctrines of the 
Founder of Christianity, and with those 
of his apostles ; and since I found no- 
bose therein opposed to my natural 
ight. 

i thought from the first that I ought 
to have recourse to the word of God 
alone, the divinity of which I acknow- 
ledged, and not to the opinions of men, 
frequently led astray by their own pas- 
sions and interests; that I ought to 
look upon the Scripture as infallible, 
and to read it myself; that it must be 
so clear as to enable me to understand 
whatever in it concerned my faith and 
practice ; and that I ought not to seek 
the rule of that faith in human tradi- 
tions. Scripture itself.confirmed my 
opinion ; for I there read that “the 
law ofthe Lord is perfect,” Ps. xix, 


Lyons, 25th June, 1825. 

8 ;* that it is “inspired by God, to in- 
struct, to rebuke, to correct, and to 
conduct to piety and righteousness,” 2 
Tim. iii, 16; that Jesus Christ him- 
self said to his disciples, ‘‘ Search the 
Scriptures ;” that he condemned tradi- 
tions, saying of the scribes, ‘“‘In vain 
do they worship me, teaching doctrines 
which are only the commandments of 
men; for they leave the command- 
ments of God, to follow the traditions 
of men,” Mark vii, 7, 8; that St. Paul 
anathematizes all religious instruction 
which is not drawn from the gospel : 
‘‘ Phere are some that trouble you; 
who would overturn the gospel of Je- 
sus Christ; but should we ourselves, 
or should an angel from heaven, preachi 
a gospel unto you different from that 
which we have preached, let him be 
accursed,” Gal. 1, 7—9; that the gos- 
pel is nary to those whom their pas- 
sions blind not, as St. Paul also says: 
‘¢ If the gospel which we preach is yet 
veiled, it is to those who perish that it 
is veiled; to those unbelievers whose 
minds the god of this world hath blind» 
ed, in order that they may not be en- 
lightened by the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Jesus Christ, who is the 
image of God,” 2 Cor. iv, 3, 4; that 
St. Ambrose also says, ‘“*‘ The Holy 
Scripture is useful to every one.” St. 
Chrysostom says, again, *‘ The read- 
ing of the Holy Scriptures is a strong 
bulwark against sin ; and ignorance of 
the Scriptures is a great precipice, a 
—_ abyss.”} St. Basil also tells us, 
‘¢ All that is not included in the divinely. 
inspired Scripture, not being of faith, 
is sin.” 

I felt, therefore, that it was my duty 
to examine Scripture alone, to seek 
therein what I ought to believe and tc 
do. I perceived that it was the way 
pointed out by St. Paul himself, who, 
far from forbidding this examination to 
the people, says, ‘ Prove all things ;— 
approve that which is good,” 1 Thess., 
v. 21. 

I dared not assent to the opinion of 
any church, merely as a church, nor 
of any council, while Jesus Christ 
announced, ‘“‘ There shall arise false 
Christs, and false prophets, who shall 
do great signs and wonders, insomuch 
as to deceive, if it were possible, the 


* See the version of the Bible, by Lemaistre de Sacy, published at Paris in 1759, with the royal 
approbation and privilege, by Wm. Desprez, printer to the king and clergy of France. 


t St. Chrysostom, 3d Homily on Lazarus. 


Vor. 1x. April, 1826. 
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very elect,” Matt. xxiv,.24. St. John 
also says on this subject, “‘ My well 
beloved, believe not every spirit; but 
try whether the spirits be of God, for 
many false prophets are risen in the 
world,” 1 John iv, 1. The abbe de 
Palerme himself admits “ that a coun- 
cil may err; and that, in what regards 
faiths the conviction of an individual 
ought to be preferred to the opinion of 
the pope himself.” ‘1 dread councils,” 
says St. Gregory, of Nazianzen, “ and 
I have never seen any which have not 
done more harm than good.” 

The principles of Scripture, and of 
the earliest fathers, are those of the 
~ reformed church ;—and I remarked, 
with pleasure, that she establishes her 
faith only as God and our own under- 
standings tell us that it ought to be es- 
tablished. I observed that the ministers 
of religion were in the gospel forbidden 
to seek temporal power, riches, and 
honour; that charity, meekness, and 
humility, were to be characteristics of 
the priests of Jesus Christ. Peter says 
to them, “‘ Feed the flock of God with 
which you are charged, watching over 
its conduct, not by a forced necessity, 
but by a voluntary affection, which 


should be according to God ; not by a 
a dis- 


shameful desire of gain, but by 
interested charity ; not domineering 
over the Lord’s heritage, but beco- 
ming examples to the flock, by a vir- 
tue which springs from the heart,” 1 
Peter v, 2, 3: and Jesus Christ him- 
self tells them, “ Trouble not your- 
selves concerning gold or silver, or 
other money in your purse,” Matt. x, 
9. He declares to them, that if they 
act otherwise, they are but Scribes 
and Pharisees, whom he reproves,— 
saying, “They love salutation in the 
public places, and to be called of men 
master; but as for you, desire not to 
be called master, because you have 
but one master, and you are all bre- 
thren. Neither call any one on earth 
your father, because you have but one 
Father, which is in heaven; and be 
not called teacher, because you have 
but one Teacher and but one Master, 
which is Christ. He who is great 
among you shall be your servant; for 
whosoever exalteth himself shall be 
abased, and whosoever abaseth him- 
self shall be exalted. Wo unto you, 
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, be- 
cause, under the pretence of your long 
rayers, you devour widows’ houses. It 
is for this that vou shall receive a more 
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rigorous judgment. Wo unto you, for 
you cleanse the outside of the cup and 
of the platter, and yet you are within 
full of rapine and uncleanness,” Matt. 
xxiii, 1, 7—11, 14, 25. 

I observed, likewise, that their mar- 
riage was approved of by the word of 
God ; since it was not his will to make 
of them a separate caste, with interests 
inimical to those of society, and to pre- 
vent from practising those numerous 
virtues to which the father of a family 
is called. St. Paul says, “ Let them 
marry ; for it is better to marry than 
to burn,” | Cor. vii, 9. In writing to 
Timothy: ‘“ The bishop then must be 
blameless; he must have married but 
one wife; he must be sober, prudent, 
grave, and modest, loving hgspitality, 
able to teach; he must not be given 
to wine, neither violent nor hasty to 
strike; but just and moderate, far from 
disputes, disinterested; he must go- 
vern well his own household, keeping 
his children in obedience, and in all 
propriety,” 1 Tim. iii, 2—4. He says 
again, ‘“‘ Have we not power to lead 
about with us a wife, who may be our 
sister in Jesus Christ, as do the other 
apostles, and the brothers of our Lord. 
and Cephas?” 1 Cor. ix, 5;—and St. 
Clement, of Alexandria, says himself, 
‘“‘There are some who condemn the 
priests that marry; but will they not 
also condemn the apostles? for Peter 
and Philip had children, and the latter 
had his daughters married,” Strom. i. 
The ministers of the reformed religion 
follow this principle, and the example 
of the apostles; they are, like them, 
fathers of families, patterns to their 
flock ; they live in simplicity, making 
no vows contrary to human nature, the 
precepts of Scripture, purity of man- 
ners, and the good order of society. 

I have embraced their communion, 
because in it there is no prostration 
before wood, or stone, or old relics of 
corpses to which corruption has paid 
no respect. 

I have embraced this communion, 
because in it every thing is referred 
immediately to God the Saviour of 
men, and not to creatures sinful like 
ourselves ; for, saith St. Paul, ‘“‘ There 
is but one God, and one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus,” 1 Tim. fi, 5;—and St. John: 
“ If any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ, who is 
righteous,” 1 John ii, 1;—and conse- 
quently, Jesus Christ being here the 











anly hope of believers, they are entirely 
and uniformly Christians. 

I have embraced this communion, 
because it does not enjoin upon be- 
lievers pompously to exhibit their piety 
in the streets and public places—-a prac- 
tice which Jesus Christ reproves, say- 
ing, “ Be not like the hypocrites, oe 
affect to pray standing apart in the 
synagogues, and at the corners of the 
streets, in order to be seen of men.— 
Verily I say unto you, they have re- 
ceived their reward; but you, when 
you pray, enter into your closet, and, 
the door being shut, pray unto your 
Father in secret, and your Father, 
who seeth that which passeth in secret, 
will give you its reward. When you 
fast, be not sad like the hypocrites ; 
for they affect to appear with a disfi- 
gured countenance, in order that men 
may know when they fast. Verily 1 
say unto you, they have received their 
reward. But you, when you fast, anoint 
your head, and wash your face, that it 
may not appear unto men that you fast, 
but to your Father, who is present in 
the most secret place ; and your Father, 
who seeth that which passeth in secret, 
will give you its reward,” Matt. vi, 5, 
6, 16—18. 

I have embraced this communion, 
because in it there is no assumption, 
that he is a better man who eats fish 
than he who eats beef; for I can never 
believe that it was the design of God, 
in creating an aliment always whole- 
some, to prohibit us from using it at 
certain periods, unless we purchase ex- 
emption. Jesus Christ speaks not thus 
in the following words: “ It is not that 
which enters into the mouth which 
defiles the man; but it is that which 
comes out of the mouth of man which 
defiles him,” Matt. xv, 11;—and St. 
Paul says, ‘Eat of all that is sold at 
the shambles, without asking whence 
it comes, for any scruple of conscience; 
for the earth is the Lord’s, and all that 
therein is,” 1 Cor. x, 25, 26. 

I have embraced this communion, 
because in its public service every 
thing is understood and comprehended 
by every individual ; and, having never 
learned Latin, I cannot believe it to be 
the will of God that ministers should 
edify me in Latin. The custom is con- 
demned by St. Paul: “ Also, my bre- 
thren, if I should come unto you speak- 
ing in unknown tongues, what useful- 
ness should I bring unto you? I would 
rather speak in the church five words 
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which I could understand, and which 
should instruct others, than repeat ten 
thousand in an unknown tongue,” 1 
Cor. xiv, 6, 19: (read all the chapter. ) 
Pope John VIII was as much a Pro- 
testant as myself in this respect; for he 
said, ‘“‘ Let the praises of God be sung 
in the native language ;” and I reall 
think that if what is said to us is good, 
useful, and edifying, it ought to be un- 
derstood ; and if, on the contrary, it is 
something bad, it ought not to be said, 
either in Latin, Greek, or Chinese. 

I have embraced this communion, 
because it does not exclude from future 
happiness poor little children, on ac- 
count of their parents’ neglect in not 
having them baptized before their 
death. This doctrine has always ap- 
peared to me absurd, unjust, insulting 
to the Divinity, and unauthorized by a 
single word of Scripture. 

I have embraced this communion, 
because in it the Lord’s Supper is a 
wholly spiritual ceremony, reminding 
us of the benefits which the Saviour 
came to confer upon humanity,—a me- 
morial of his death, in which the bread 
and wine represent only the body and 
blood of Jesus ; for I never could allow 
that a God wholly spiritual, the Crea- 
{or of the heavens and the earth,—that: 
God whose nature alone is infinity,— 
could be swallowed like a pill. It has 
ever appeared to me that the idea 
which materialized the Creator was 
an insult offered by us to him, as it is 
an insult to reason itself. 

Lastly, I have embraced the Chris- 
tian reformed communion, and I have 
embraced it with faith, confidence, and 
happiness, because it is not supported 
by the sword of the executioner ;—it 
does not place the scaffolds and tortures 
of the inquisition beside the cross of 
him who came, not to destroy men, but 
to save them. I acknowledge that the 
violence with which some of its early 
members may have been reproached 
arose from the remains of human pre- 
judice, from a habit of domination and 
of double power, (ecclesiastical and 
civil,) from which those men could not 
at once free themselves;—but at the 
present day this church is mild and 
charitable; it needs not the Torgue- 
mada to support it; it would not receive 
such aid; its precept is the precept of 
the Saviour: ‘ You shall love the Lord 
your God, with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind : 
this is the greatest and first command- 
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anent ; and this is the second, which is 
like unto it: You shall love your neigh- 
bours as yourselves. In these two com- 
mandments are contained all the law 
and the prophets,” Matt. xxii, 37—40. 

In this communion I recognise the 
true church of Jesus Christ, that pri- 
mitive church which was restored by 
the gospel at the time of the reforma- 
tion. I bless God for having given me 
thus to distinguish his divine light ;— 
my children will one day bless me for 
having acted the part of an honest man, 
which is to embrace the truth as soon 
as he perceives it, without disquieting 
himself on account of the menaces and 
calumnies of those who shun the light, 
because their deeds are evil. If the 
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step I have taken were yet to take, 
the prospect of tortures and of scaffolds 
would be vainly presented in order to 
stop me : truth is my motto, the appre- 
bation of God and of my conscience is 
my law. Numbers are deterred from 
imitating me by their indifference to 
the truth and to religion, and because 
they fear rather to be censured in this 
world than to be condemned in the 
other. 

Such, sir, are the motives which have 
actuated me. I believe you have a firm 
and upright mind, and I feel assured of 
your approbation. Accept the senti- 
ments with which I remain, sir, your 
very humble and devoted servant, 

Mouviarp Lerevrr. 





THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 
By Dr. Bates. 


Te life of Christ is a globe of pre- 
cepts, a model of perfection, set before 
us for our imitation. This, in some re- 
spect, is more proportionable than the 
example of the Father; for in Christ 
were united all the perfections of God 
with the infirmities of aman. ‘* He was 
holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate 
from sinners.” His purity was absolute, 
and every grace, in the most divine de- 
gree, was expressed by his actions.— 
His life and death were a compounded 
miracle of obedience to God and love 
to men. Whatever the Father ordered 
him to undertake or undergo, he en- 
tirely consented to: he willingly “took 
on him the form of a servant:” it was 
not put upon him by compulsion. In 
his life, humility towards men who were 
infinite descents below him, self-denial, 
zeal for the honour of God, ardent de- 
sires for the salvation of men, were dis- 
tinctly visible, as the flame discovers 
fire. In his sufferings, obedience and 
sacrifice were united. The willingness 
of his spirit was victorious over the re- 
pugnance of the natural will in the gar- 
den : ‘“‘ Not my will, but thine be done,” 
was his unalterable choice. His pa- 
tience was insuperable to all injuries. 
He was betrayed by a disciple for a vile 
price, and a murderer was preferred 
before him. He was scorned as a false 
Prophet, as a feigned King, and deceit- 
ful Saviour. He was spit upon, crown- 
ed with thorns, and crucified ; and in 
the height of his sufferings never ex- 
pressed a spark of anger against his 
enémies, nor the least degree of im- 


patience. It was one principal reason 
of his obedience, to instruct and oblige 
us to conform to his pattern. We can- 
not securely follow the best of saints, 
who sometimes through ignorance and 
infirmity deviate from the narrow way ; 
but our Saviour is “ the way, the truth, 
and the life.” What he said after wash- 
ing his disciples’ feet, (an action in which 
there was such an admirable mixture 
of humility and love, that it is not pos- 
sible to conceive which excelled ; for 
they were both in the highest perfec- 
tion,) ‘“‘ I have given you an example, 
that ye should do as I have done to 
you,” is applicable to all the virtues 
and graces that were exhibited in his 
practice. He instructs us to act ac- 
cording to his doings, and to suffer 
according to his sufferings. He levels 
the way, and makes it like a carpet, 
by going before us. Those duties 
which are harsh to nature, he instructs 
us in by his preaching and by his pas- 
sion. How can we decline them, when 
they were performed by him in whom 
the glorious deity was personally uni- 
ted to the humanity? His life was a 
continual lecture of mortification. It 
is the observation of the natural histo- 
rian, that ‘the tender providence of 
nature is admirable, in preparing me- 
dicines for us in beautiful fragrant 
flowers ; that we might not refuse the 
remedy, as being more distasteful than 
our diseases.” But how astonishing is 
the love of God, who sent his Son for 
our redemption from eternal death, and 
in his example has sweetened those 
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remedies which are requisite for the 
cure of our distempered passions !— 
Taking up the cross, submitting to po- 
verty and persecution, are made tole- 
rable by the consideration, that, in en- 
during them, we follow our Redeemer. 
Can any motive more engage and en- 
courage our obedience than the per- 
suasive pattern of our Sovereign and 
Saviour’? Can we be averse from our 
duty, when our Lawgiver teaches us 
obedience by his own practice? Can 
any invitation be more attractive, than 
todo that for love to him which he did 
for love to us? The apostle tells the 
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Galatians, “If ye are circumcised, ye 
are debtors to keep the whole law.”— 
By the same reason, if we are baptized, 
we are obliged to obey the law of faith: 
to order our lives according to the doc- 
trine and example of Christ. We must 
adorn the gospel by the sacred splen- 
dour of our actions. A life free from 
gross sins merely, is a poor perfection: 
we must show forth the virtues of him 
‘“‘who hath called us to his kingdom 
and glory.” The excellent goodness of 
Christians recommends the goodness of 
the gospel, and convinces infidels that it 
came from the Fountain of goodness. 


(From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine.) 


It is well known that Frederick the 
Second, king of Prussia, took at 
pride in having his soldiers well disci- 
plined ; and was therefore particularl 
attentive to the conduct of the subal- 
terns. It is perhaps not so well known 
that he sometimes manifested a real re- 
spect for religious people; for few men 
could more clearly discern the excel- 
lence of that practice which is produced 
by divine principles. While, therefore, 
he sneered at the profession of religion, 
he promoted to offices of trust such per- 
sons as exemplified the Christian cha- 
racter. The following incidents, which 
have not been published in this coun- 
try, but are related on good authority, 
illustrate the truth of these remarks. 

A serjeant, of the name of Thomas, 
who was very successful in training 
his men, and whose whole deportment 
pleased the king, was often noticed by 
him. He inquired respecting the place 
of his birth, his parents, his religious 
creed, and the place of worship which 
he frequented. On being informed that 
he was united with the Moravians, and 
attended theirchapel in William-street, 
he exclaimed, ‘‘Oh! oh!—you are a 
fanatic—are you? Well, well; only 
take care to do your duty, and improve 
your men.” 

The king’s common salutation after 
this was, “‘ Well, how do you do? How 
are you going on in William-street ?” 

Frederick at length, in conversation 
with the serjeant’s colonel, mentioned 
his intention of promoting Thomas to 
an office in the commissariat depart- 
ment, upon the death of an aged man 
who then filled it. The colonel, in 
order to encourage Thomas, informed 
kim of the king’s design. Unhappily, 


this had an injurious effect upor. the 
mind of the serjeant: for, alas! such 
is the depravity of the human heart, 
that few can endure the temptation of 
rosperity without sustaining spiritual 
oss. 

Thomas began to forsake the assem 
blies of his Christian brethren ;—and 
when reproved by his minister, he said 
his heart was with them, but he was 
afraid of offending the king. The mi- 
nister bade him take heed that his heart 
did not deceive him. 

Soon after the serjeant’s religious de- 
clension, he was again accosted with— 
‘* Well, how do you do? How are your 
friends in William-street?” “TI do not 
know, please your majesty,” was the 
reply. ‘Not know! not know !” an- 
swered the king, “‘ have you been ill 
then?” ‘+ No, please your majesty,” 
rejoined the serjeant; ‘‘but I do not 
see it necessary to attend there so often 
as I used todo.” ‘Then you are not 
so great a fanatic as I thought you,” 
was the royal answer. 

In a short time the aged officer died, 
and the colonel waited upon his majesty 
to inform him of the vacancy, and to 
remind him of his intention to raise ser- 


jeant Thomas to the situation. ‘ No! 


no!” said the king, ‘‘ he shall not have 
it: he does not go tc William-street so 
often as he used to do.” Surprised with 
this peremptory refusal, the colonel 
withdrew, and on his return found the 
serjeant waiting for the confirmation 
of his appointment. 

“IT do not know what is the matter 
with the king to-day,” said the colonel; 
“‘ but he will not give you the situation: 
he says you do not go to William-street 
so often as you used to do. I do not 
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know what he means; but I suppose 
you do.” 

Presenting a low bow to the colonel, 
the serjeant silently departed ; and bow- 
ing still lower in spirit before the justice 
of God, he then, and ever after, adored 
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the greatness of the divine mercy,which 
did not leave him to be an example of 
the truth of that Scripture which says, 
“The prosperity of fools shall destroy 
them.” 

M. Ii. 





EXTRACT. 


WHENEVER you find a person, ese 
he is exposing an absurdity, ) while con- 
tending with an adversary, dealing in 
raillery, low witticisms, and conceits, 
instead of sober argument, you may 
suspect either the honesty of his heart, 
the soundness of his head, or the truth 
and righteousness of his cause. If you 
find him resorting to sly insinuations , 
changing the natural tone of his voice, 
for the purpose of affecting the appear- 
ance of great meekness and modera- 
tion; half exposing a fault, while he 
pretends to throw the mantle of cha- 
rity over the most enormous feature 
of it;—set him down for a moral cut- 
throat, who hides the knife with which 
he designs to kill his antagonist, under 
his assumed mantle of charity. 

But if you perceive a person assu- 
ming a magisterial contour, swelling 
his countenance into an unnatural air 
of dignity, forcing his eye into an arti- 
ficial stare of fierceness, affecting a 
hollow and commanding tone of voice, 
and clothing his ill-digested ideas in 
pompous language; know that, being 
conscious of bis want of native dignity, 
those stiff and disgusting airs are as- 
sumed for the purpose of intimidating 


the weak and timorous; that they are 
the offspring of pride and vanity, and 
are always the sure indications of the 
absence of sound wisdom and discre- 
tion. 

If there be any person more danger- 
ous than those, it is he who puts on 
the smile of complaisance while enmity 
raukles in his heart; who inspires your 
confidence with an intention to deceive 
you; who takes an advantage of your 
frankness, with a view to betray you ; 
who tantalizes you with quibbles, with 
a design to irritate you,—and, having 
gained his object, triumphs over your 
infirmity. An affected scowl and a 
forced smile are both alike an abomi- 
nation to the amiable frankness which 
bespeaks an honest heart. 

When counsels are guided by wis- 
dom, and the heart actuated by since- 
rity and meekness, the exterior deport- 
ment is always adorned with the man- 
tle of gracefulness, and no art is neces- 
sary to grace and dignify that character 
whose gracefulness and dignity exceed 
all art, and whose conscious integrity 
for ever precludes the necessity, and 
utterly condemns as criminal, the im- 
positions of duplicity. - 





ORIGIN OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


(From the American Baptist Magazine.) 


Mr. Robert Raikes was born at 
Gloucester, (England,) in the year 
1735. His father was the printer and 
proprietor of the Gloucester Journal, 
and to this business the subject of our 
memoir succeeded, by which he is said 
to have acquired a competent property. 
We are not acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of his education, or the 
events of his early life; but active be- 
nevolence distinguished his manhood, 
and that divine principle(without which 
all pretensions to religion are as the 
sounding brass and tinkling cymbal) 
was first called into action by the for- 
lorn condition of the prisoners in the 
bridewell of Gloucestér. His property, 
his pen, and his influence, were devoted 


to provide for them, not only the things 
needful for this life, but the more im- 
portant advantages of religious and 
moral instruction, in order to prepare 
them for the enjoyment of a happier 
world. 

The circumstances which led to the 
formation of the Sunday school sys- 
tem may be reckoned among the many 
proofs which the history of the world 
furnishes, that Providence has fre- 
quently caused the most magnificent 
effects to spring from means the most 
simple ; and by the steady, persevering 
efforts of an individual, the most im- 
portant ends have often been accom- 
plished. With a sensation of delight, 
which none can conceive but those 








Origin of Sunday Schools. 


who have drunk from the same peren- 
nial fountain, Mr. Raikes, when on the 
threshold of eternity, related the inte- 
resting story of the origin of Sunday 
schools. One day in the year 1782, he 
went into the suburbs of his native city 
to hire a gardener. The man was from 
home, and while Mr. Raikes awaited 
his return, he was much disturbei by 
a group of noisy boys who infested the 
street. He asked the gardener’s wife 
the cause of these children being so 
neglected and depraved. Her empha- 
tic reply was, ‘Oh, sir! if you were 
here on a Sunday, you would pity them 
indeed : we cannot read our Bible in 
peace for them.” This answer opera- 
ted with the force of electricity, and 
called forth all the energy of his bene- 
volent soul. ‘Can nothing (he asked) 


be done for these poor children ?—Is 


there any body near that will take them 
to school on a Sunday?” He was in- 
formed that there was a person in the 
neighbourhood who would probably do 
it. “ At this importaut moment (to use 
his own language) the word ‘try’ was 
so powerfully impressed upon his mind 
as to decide him at once for action.” 
He immediately went and entered into 
a treaty with the schoolmistress to take 
charge of a certain number of destitute 
children on the sabbath day,—and this 
roved the grain of mustard seed which 
ad already produced a great tree, 
whose branches overshadow our own 
land, and whose roots are extending 
to the most distant regions of the earth. 
May its growth advance with accele- 
rated progress, till the sons and daugh- 
ters of ignorance and vice shall find a 
refuge under its fostering shade! 

Mr. Raikes agreed to give this poor 
woman one shilling for her day’s em- 
ployment,—and he soon found three 
others who were willing to undertake 
a similar task. He now communicated 
his plan to the clergyman of the parish, 
{the Rev. Thos. Stock,) who promised 
to co-operate with him by visiting the 
schools on Sunday afternoons. Mr. 
Raikes printed a little book, which he 
distributed among them, and the So- 
ciety for the promotion of Christian 
Knowledge sent him a number of Bi- 
bles and Testaments for a similar pur- 
pose. The effects produced on the 
conduct of these hitherto wretched 
children in a short time, cannot be 
better told than in the language of a 
woman living in the neighbourhood, 
who declared that “the place was be- 


151 


come quite a heaven upon Sundays in 
comparison to what it used to be.” At 
the end of three years, the number of 
scholars increased to 300. Many of 
these, as well as their parents, had 
scarcely ever been seen within the 

recincts of a church,—but now num- 
en of them began to attend with re- 
gularity, and as many as fifty were 
sometimes present so early as seven 
o’clock in the morning. 

Mr. Raikes not only possessed ener- 
gy for bringing his benevolent system 
into action, but prudence for conduct- 
ing it. In a letter toa friend, written 
about this period, he says, ‘“‘I cannot 
express to you the pleasure I often re- 
ceive in discovering genius and innate 
good dispositions among this little mul- 
titude. It is botanizing in human na- 
ture. I have often, too, the satisfaction 
of receiving thanks from parents for the 
reformation they perceive in their chil- 
dren. Often I have given them kind 
admonitions, which I always do in the 
mildest and gentlest manner. The 
going among them, doing them little 
kindnesses, distributing trifling re- 
wards, and ingratiating myself with 
them, I hear, have given me an as- 
cendency, greater than I ever could 
have imagined; for I am told by their 
mistresses that they are very much 
afraid of my displeasure.” esides 
attending to the instruction of the chil- 
dren in their religious and social duties, 
he was particular in inculcating habits 
of cleanliness; and however mean or 
ragged their clothing might be, he in- 
sisted that each child should come to 
schoo! with clean hands and face, and 
combed hair; as he well knew that 
attention to these little decencies of 
life have a wonderful tendency to ad- 
vance civilization among the lower 
classes of society. 

During the first three years, the esta- 
blishment of Sunday schools was chiefly 
limited to the vicinity of the city where 
they had originated ; but when the plan 
had, in the opinion of Mr. Raikes, been 
fully tried, he conceived that it should 
be more widely disseminated. For this 
purpose, he inserted a paragraph on the 
subject in his own journal, which was 
copied into several of the London and 
provincial papers. The plan was adopt- 
ed soon after in London, and the first 
name on the list of the first Sunday 
school committee in the metropolis 
appears to be that of the celebrated 
Jonas Hanway. The success of the 
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first effort now called the dormant his native city, on the 5th of April, 
zeal of many into action :—the esta- 1811, he had the exhilerating satisfac- 
blishment of Sunday schools proceeded tion of seeing Sunday schools for three 
throughout the nation with the rapidity hundred thousand children established 
of lightning ; and before the close of throughout the British empire. 

his valuable life, which occurred in 


RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
~~ . 
STATE OF METHODISM IN THE WEST. 


We have just received the minutes of the several annual conferences, printed 
at Cincinnati, from which we make the following extracts respecting the num- 
ber of preachers and members, stations of the preachers, &c. From the reca- 

itulation of the number of church members, it appears that the aggregate 
increase, since the publication of the minutes at that place last year, is, mem- 
bers 20,815, preachers 81. 

Not having been furnished with the manuscript minutes of the Mississippi 
conference, we are not able to give in the Magazine a connected view of all 
the conferences; and as the agent at Cincinnati did not receive our minutes 
{although they were mailed as soon as they came from the press) in time to 
publish them as early as usual, the stations of the South Carolina conference 
appear rather out of place in the order of time. The stations of the Pittsburgh 
conference were published in our number for November last. 


° 


OHIO CONFERENCE. 


In this conference there were— 
Preachers received on trial, 11; or- 
dained deacons, 6 ; located, 5; return- 
ed supernumerary, 3; superannuated, 


lled, 1; dead,* 1. Number of 


members, 28,505. 


Stations of the Preachers. 


Martin Ruter, book agent at Cincinnati. 

Miami District.—John Collins, P. E. 
Cincinnati— Wm. H. Raper, Truman Bi- 
shop, sup. Miami—Andrew S. M‘Clain, 
John P. Taylor. Oxford—Daniel D. Da- 
vidson, Robert O. Spencer. Whiteoak— 
Greenbury R. Jones, Wm. J. Thompson. 
Milford—Author W. Elliot, Robert W. 
Finley. Union—Charles Waddle, John 
Sale, William B. Christy. Piqua—George 
W. Mealey, James Smith. Greenville— 
Benjamin Lawrence. Madriver—Augus- 
tus Eddy, Levi White. Bellfontaine— 
George Gatch. 

Scroro District.—Russel Bigelow, P. 
E. Straight creck—Arza Brown, Wm. H. 
Collins. Brush creek—John Hill, William 
Runnels. Scioto—Alfred M. Lorain, Ab- 
salom D. Fox. Chillicothe—J. F. Wright. 
Deer creek—Jacob Delay, G. W. Young. 
Paint creek—Burroughs Westlake. Pick- 
away—Richard Brandriff, Sam]. P. Shaw. 
Wilmington—Andrew F. Baxter. Lon- 
don—Jas. T. Donahoo, John C. Havens. 

Lancaster Districr.—Jacob Young, 


53 ex 
churc 


P. E. Athens—James Laws, Isaac C. 
Hunter. Matietta—J. W. Kinney, Curtis 
Goddard, sup. Muskingum— Cornelius 
Springer. Zanesville st.— David Young. 
Zanesville ct.— Zara Coston, Michael El- 
lis, sup. Granville—Samuel Hamilton. 
Columbus—VJoseph Carper, J. H. Power. 
Fairfield—Leroy Swormsiedt, Jas. Quinn. 
Hockhocking—Jacob Dixton. © 

PorTLAND District.—Jas. M‘Mahon, 
P. E. Delaware—James Gilruth. Knox— 
Jacob Hooper, Thomas Beachman. Mans- 
field—J. M‘Intier, Joab Ragan. Wayne 
—Abner Goff, H. O. Sheldon. Huron— 
Shadrach Ruark. Blackriver—Elijah H. 
Field. Brunswick—John Crawford, Jas. 
C. Taylor. Sandusky—John W. Clarke. 

Detroit District.—Wm. Simmons, 
P. E. Detroit city—Wm. Simmons. De- 
troit ct.—John A. Baughman, Solomon 
Manier. Fort Defiancee—Elias Pattee, 
missionary. Wyandot mission—J.. B. 
Finley, J. C. Broocke. 

Kenuawa District.—Zachariah Con- 
nel, P. E. Augusta college—John P. Dur- 
bin. Salt creek—John Walker. Burling- 
ton—John Janes. Guyandot—John Stew- 
art. Logan—John W. Gilbert. Big Ken- 
hawa—John Ferree. Charlestown—H. 
S. Fernandis. Nicholas—Philip Straw- 
ther. Letartsfalls—Francis Wilson. 

The next conference is to be held at 
Hillsborough, Oct. 4, 1826. 


* The account of the deaths of the preachers mentioned in these conferences will be found in 


the obituary department. 
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KENTUCKY CONFERENCE. 


Preachers received on trial, 16; ordain- 
ed deacons, 10; located, 7 ;. returned su- 
pernumerary, 2; superannuated, 10; dead, 
3. Number of church members, 20,377. 


Stations of the Preachers. 


Kentucky Distaict— William Adams, 
P. BE. Lexington st.—Edward Stephen- 
son. Lexington ct.—Benj. T. Crouch, 
Henry W. Hunt. Mount Sterling—ZJsauc 
Collard, Jobn Sinclair. Madison—Nel- 
son Dills, William Brown. Cumberland 
—Abraham Long, Henry S. Duke, So- 
merset—Thompson Holliman, Jas. Crow. 
Danville—Lewis Parker, Ervin Stephen- 
son. ; 

Avausra Districr—Jonathan Stamper, 
P.E. Augusta college—Joseph 8. Tomli- 
son... Paris—.4bsalom Hunt, sup. John’s 
ereek~-Benjamin Tevis. Little Sandy— 
Obadiah Harber, Wm. M‘Comas. Flem- 
ming— Abel Robinson, Joseph D. Farrow. 
Hinckston—Wm.. VM. M‘Reynolds, Wm. 
Askins. Licking—Joseph Carter. New- 
port—Francis Landrum. Limestone— 
William C. Stribling, Stephen Harber. 
Maysville—WMilton Jemmison. Liberty— 
Fletcher. Tevis. 

Sa.t River District—-.Marcus Lind- 
sey, P.E. Franklin—William Atherton. 
Shelby ct.—William Gunn, Josiah Whit- 


aker. Shelbyville and Brick Chapel—J. 
Tevis. - Jefferson—Richard D. Neale, J. 
Fisk. Louisville—George C. Light. Salt 
river— Thomas Atterbury, Habbard H. Ka- 
vanaugh. Brackenridge—Elisha Simmons, 
Nehemiah Cravens. Bacon creek—Esau 
Simmons, David Wright. Lebanon—Ji- 
chael Taylor. 

Green River District.~Thomas 4 
Morris; P. E., Hartford—Geo, M‘ Nelly, 
Nathaniel M. Talbott. Greenville—Luke 
P. Allen, John Denton. Hendersen—G. 
W. Robbins, Wm. Crane. Livingston— 
George Richardson, Alexander H. Stem- 
mons. Christian— William Peter, Betij- 
Ogden. Hopkinsville—Richard Corwine. 
Clark’s river—Jobo S. Barger, Jas. Gre- 


nup. 
EEE SS District—G co. W. Tity« 
lor, P. E. Logan— Thos. Browder, Daniel 
Black. Fountain. Head—John James, N. 
G. Berryman. . Goose creek—Thos. Join- 
er, Green Malone. Wayne—John M. 8. 
Smith, Charles M. Holiday. Green river 
— Simon Peter, Fountain Pitts. Barren— 
John Denham, Clement L. Clifton. Bow! 
ing Green— Nathaniel Parker, Major Stan- 
field. Russelville—Peter Akers. 
Conference collecter—H. M‘ Daniel. 
The next conference is to be held af 
Louisville, Oct. 12, £826. ; 


ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


Preachers received on trial, 6; ordain- 
ed deacons, 1; located, 4; returned su- 
pernumerary, -2 ; . superannuated, 2.— 
Number of church members, 13,042. 


Stations of the Preachers. 


Manpison Districr—John Strange, P. 
E. Madison station—Samuel Basset. Ma- 
dison circuit—George K. Hester. Law- 
renceburgh—James L. Thompson. White- 
water—James Havens. Connersville— 
Nehemiah B. Griffith. Rushville—Ste- 


phen R. B Flat rock—James Jones, 
Thomas S. Hitt, sup. Indianapolis—T, 
Hewson. 


Cuar_Lestown District—James Arm- 
strong, P. E. Charlestown, circuit—f. 


Wiley, George Randel. Corydon—Sa- 
muel Low, George Locke.  Paoli—John 


Miller. . Bloomfield—Eli P. Farmer. Eel 
river—Daniel Anderson. Crawfordsville 
—Hackaliah Vredenburgh. Bloomington 


—Edwin Ray. Salem station— Willian 
Shanks. Salem circuit—John Cord. 

Wasass Distaicr—Charles Holliday, 
P. E. Vermillion—James Hadley. Ho- 
ney ereek—-Richard Hargrave. Vin- 
eennes—Aaron Wood. Patoki-Janies 
Garner, Joseph Tarkington. Boonville— 
Wm. H. Smith. Carmi—Robert Delap- 
Wabash—Thomas Davis. Mount Car 
mel—John W. M‘Reynolds. 

Izino1s Distaict—Senwel H. Thomp- 
son, P. E. Illinois ct.—Eben. T. W: 
ster. Kaskaskia—William Moore. Cask 
river—Philip Cole, Asa D. West. Mount 
Vernon—Orseneth Fisher. Shoal ereek— 
Joseph Foulks. S -—Peter Cari- 
wright,* William Chambers. . Peora— 
William See. Mississippi Wm. *Med- 
ford. Brownsville—Josiah Patterson, sup. 

The next conference is to be held at 
Bloomington, Monroe eounty, Indiana, 
Sept. 28, 1826. 


MISSOURI CONFERENCE. 


Preachers received on trial, 5; ordain- 
ed deacons, 3; returned supernumerary, 
2; superannuated, 3; dead, 1. Number 
of church members, 3,237. 


Stations of the Preachers. oe 
Missovri Disrrict—John Dew, P. E- 
Missouri circuit and Buffalo, John Blass- 
del, Richard I. Dungan. Cedar Creek — 


~ * Peter Cartwright is also superinténdeént of the Pattawatamy mission. 


Vow. 1x. April, 1826. 
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154 Holstein and Fennessee Conferences. 


Benj. S. Ashby. Boon’s lick and Lamoine 
—Uriel Haw, William W’. Redman. Fish- 
ing river—John Harris. St. Louis and 
Gasconade—John Glamville, W. B. Peck, 
Thos. Randall. St. Louis city—Andrew 
Munroe. 

Care Girarpeau District--J. Greene, 
P. E. Bellevue—Jas. Bankson, A. Lopp. 
Saline and St. Francis—William Shores. 
Spring river and White river—Cassel Har- 
rison, Cape Girardeau—-Frederick B. 


Preachers reccived on trial, 9; ordain- 
ed deacons, 5; located, 5; returned su- 
pernumerary, 1; superannuated, 3.— 
‘Number of church members, 16,473. 


‘Siations of the Preachers. 

Aninepon Disrrictr—Samuel Patton, 
P. E. Lee—Thomas J. Brown. Hawkins 
—Goodson M‘Daniel. Clinch—J. Bow- 
aan, Hugh Johnson. Tazewell—Josiah B. 
Diughtery. Giles—Thos. Rice, Wm. Ket- 
tron. New river—Edward T. Peery, John 
S. Henly. Ashe—R. Kirkpatrick. Abing- 
don— Wm. Patton, Ulrich Keener. Blunt- 
ville—George Horn, David Fleming. 

_ Frencn Broap District—-Thomas 
Stringfield, P. E. Carter valley— William 
S. Manson, William T. Senter. Jones- 
borough—Isaac Lewis, Wm. Cuming, D, 
Adams, sup. Green—John Kelly, Joseph 
W. Paddleford. Newport--Josiah Rhoton, 


HOLSTEIN CONFERENCE, 


Leach. New Madrid—Joseph Edmond- 
son. 

Arkansas Districr—Jesse Haile, P. 
E. Arkansas— Hot springs— 
Gilbert Clench. Mount Prairie—Green 
Orr, Rucker Tanner. Natchitoches—W. 
Stephenson. 

The time for holding the next confer- 
ence is not mentioned in the minutes. 

Stephen R. Beggs, transferred to the 
Illinois conference. 





Paxton Cuming. French Broad—David 
B. Cuming. Black mountain—Abraham 
Overall, John Trotter. Franklin—James 
D. Harris. Sulphur springs—James Cu- 
ming, Christopher Easterly. Little river 
—Jesse Cunningham. 

KnoxviL_e District—-John Henninger, 
P. E. Knox—James Y. Crawford, Jacob 
Hearn. Maryville—Elbert F. Sevier. Tel- 
lico—Lewis Jones, Hepry Williams. Hi- 
wasse—Josiah R. Smith, Moses E. Kerr. 
Washington—Isaac Easterly. Sequachee 
—Jacol-M‘Daniel. Cumberland mount- 
ain—Branch H. Merrymoon. Kingston— 
Creed Fulton, Thomas H. Catlett. Pow- 
ell’s valley—John Craig. 

George Atkin is without a station this 
year. 

The next conference is to be held at 
Abingdon, Washington county, Virginia, 
Nov. 2, 1826. 


TENNESSEE CONFERENCE. 


Preachers received on trial, 16 ; ordain- 
ed deacons, 7; located, 53; returned su- 
pernumerary, 5; expelled, 1; dead, 1.— 
Number of church members, 17,988. 

Stations of the Preachers. 

NasHuvitte District—Lewis Garrett, 
f. E. Nashville—Robert Paine. Nash- 
ville circuit—E. Kirkman, A. B. Roszell, 
T. L. Douglass, sup. Duck river—Joshua 
W. Kilpatrick, Thomas Madden. Dixon— 
Wm. Mullins, Dixon C. M‘Leod. Rich- 
land— Nathaniel R. Jarratt, H. B. North. 
Bighy—James Tarrant, Thomas L. Gar- 
Jand, J. Nixon, sup. Dover—Nathan L. 
Vorval, John Summers. Bedford—John 
Seay, N. D. Seales, G. W. D. Harris. 

TorxkeD Deer Distaict—Joshua But- 
cher, P. E. Shoal—Josiah Browder, W. 
H. Hallyman. Wayne—Thomas J. Nee- 
ly, Wilson L. M‘Alister. Wolfe—Lorenzo 
D. Overall, Thomas P. Davidson. Hatchy 
—Greenbury Garrett, Richard H. Hudson. 
Beach—R. Moore, Henry Meek. Sandy 
—Thomas 4. Young, William P. Nichols. 
¥orked deer—John Smith, Coleman Har- 
well. Cypress--Jeremiah Jackson, F. 
A. Jarratt. 

C any Fork District—James Gwin, P. 


E. Smith’s fork—Thomas Smith, Michael 
Berry. Roaring river—John Dye, Green- 
ville T. Henderson. Lebanon—G. Baker, 
A. J. Blackburn, William Johnson, sup. 
Cany fork—Benjamin F. Lidden, J. New. 
Pond spring—James I. Trott, John Ren- 
shaw. Stone’s river—John Page, Samuci 
L. Gilliland, John Brooks, sup. 

Huntsvitue District—W. M‘ Mahan, 
P. E. Madison—Ellyson Taylor, 1. W. 
Sullivan, S. R. Davidson. Huntsville--- 
John M. Holland. Limestone—James 
M‘Ferrin, James W. Allen. Jackson— 
George W. Morris, Alex. L. P. Green. 
Paint rock—William W. Conn, Thomas 
M. King. Franklin—Finch P. Scruggs, 
J. B. M‘Ferrin, 4. Sale, sup. Lawrence 
—Barion Brown, Benjamin S. Clardy. 

Cherokee Mission. —Newtown—Francis 
A. Owen. Gunters—Ambrose F. Driskill. 
Will’s Valley circuit—Richard D. Nealy. 

Jesse F. Bunker, transferred to the 
Holstein conference. 

William V. Douglass, Isaac V. Enochs, 
and Henry J. Brown, transferred to the 
Mississippi conference. 

Rufus Ledbetter, transferred to the Vir- 
ginia conference. 








Virginia Conference ;—Charlotte Circuit. 


Wylie B. Peck, transferred to the Mis- 
souri conference. 


The next conference is to be held at 


Nashville, Tennessee, Nov. 28, 1826. 


VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 
(From a Norfolk journal.) 


The annual Virginia conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church assembled in 
the neighbouring town of Portsmouth on 
Wednesday, the 15th, and continued in 
session until Thursday, the 23d of Febru- 
ary. Between sixty and seventy preach- 
ers were present, and the conference was 
presided over by bishops M‘Kendree and 
Soule. The utmost harmony character- 
ized the proceedings, and the most hos- 
pitable and brotherly attentions were 
liberally dispensed to its members by the 
citizens of Portsmouth and this place 
generally. 

Public preaching was held three times 
a day in Portsmouth, and twice a day in 
this place ; and, notwithstanding the in- 
clemency of the weather during the greater 
part of the time, the services were attended 
by a very numerous auditory, who mani- 
fested, by the most fixed attention and 
respectful deportment, their sensible ap- 
preciation of the important truths deli- 
vered, often in a strain of polished elo- 
quence, and always with the most fervid 
piety. The churches of the different de- 
nominations, both in Portsmoutk and this 
place, were tendered to the ministers of 
the conference on the sabbath, with be- 
coming Christian comity, and their pul- 
pits occupied much to the gratification 
and improvement of the respective con- 
gregations. 

Among the subjects of particular inte- 
rest to the community which occupied the 
attention of this conference, was a propo- 
sition to establish within its own bounds, 
and on some eligible site, a college forthe 
instruction of youth in those branches of 
scientific learning commonly appertaining 
to a university, and calculated to give to 
society valuable and intelligent members. 
In furtherance of this important and laud- 
able object, 2 committee was appointed, 
consisting of the Rev. Hezekiah G. Leigh, 
Geo. W. Charlton, James Smith, Thomas 
Crowder, John Early, (members of the 
conference,) and William Clarke, G. P. 
Disosway, Dr. John C. Pegram, Rev. R. 
A. Armistead, and Ethelbert Drake, (lay 
members and local preachers,) to draft a 
constitution, and circulate proposals for 
the erection of suitable buildings, by sub- 
scriptions to be solicited from those dis- 
posed to patronise such an undertaking. 


Stations of the Preachers. 

James River District.--Lewis Skid? 
more, P, E. Richmond—Joseph Carson. 
Williamsburg—Jas. Morrison. Glouces- 
ter——Henry Alley, Robert T. Baily. Ha- 
nover—Robert Wilkinson, Wm. S. Pey- 
ton. Columbia—Moses Brock, William 
M‘Clunn. Culpeper—Rufus Ledbetter. 
Amherst—Wnm. A. Smith. 

Meuerrin District.—H. G. Leigh, P. 
E. Lynchburg—Caleb Leach. Petersburg 
—William Hamett. Bedford—Jas. Reid, 
Simon B. Sykes. Buckingham—John C. 
Ballew, Wm. Jones. Greensville—James 
M‘Adin. Mecklenburg--Samuel Tomp- 
kins. Brunswick—James Smith. Amelia 
—George C. Chesley. Chesterfield--R: 
B. Foster. 

NorFoik District.—Henry Holmes, 
P. E. Norfolk--Thomas Crowder, jun. 
Portsmouth—Philip Anderson. Princess 
Anne—Overton Bernard, S. Norman. 
Sussex—W. Hubbard, Abraham Harrell. 
Murfreesborough—B. T. Blake. Gates— 
Benjamin Devany. Suffolk and Surrey— 
Thompson Gerrard, Jas. W. Bell. Cam- 
den—Samuel Harroll. Edenton and Eli- 
zabeth city—John Kerr. 

Yapxin District.—Peter Doub, P. Ez 
Granville—George W. Nolly, J. H. Wat- 
son. Franklin—Wnm. H. Starr. Yadkin— 
William Holmes. Iredell—Jesse Lee. 
Salisbury—Christopher Thomas, Benja- 
min Edge. Guilford—Thos. Mann, (su- 
pernumerary,) Jacob Hill. Caswell-——G. 
Stevens. Hillsborough—Joshua Leigh. 
Banister—Richard D. Merriwether. 

Nevse District.—Thomas Howard, 
P. E. Newbern—Daniel Hall. Raleigh 
—George W. Charlton. Trent—Curtis 
Hooks. Topsail inlet---David Roberts. 
Beaufort and Straits—John Panabaker. 
Black river—Wm. B. Moss. Tar river—- 
Benton Field. Haw river—J. Dunaliey. 

Roanoke District.—George 4. Baiji, 
P. E. Roanoke circuit—Joachin Lane, 
Joseph Lindsey. Washington and Ply- 
mouth—William J. Walker. Albemarle 
sound—Joseph Carle. Mattamuskeet— 
James Dey. Banks and Islands—Wm. 
Barklift. Neuse and Pamlico—R. Wiley, 
Thomas Miller. 

John Early, conference missionary. 

Thomas Lemay, without a station, be; 
ing permitted to travel for his health. 





ACCOUNT OF THE WORK OF GOD IN THE CHARLOTTE CIRCUIT. 
Letter from the Rev. Noah Levings to the Editors, dated Bristol, Vt., Feb. 22, 1326. 


_Ir must ever be gratifying to the friends 
of Zion to hear of her prosperity ;—and 


while many are “ of their abundance cast- 
ing into the treasury of the Lord, it is 
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presumed that even the day of small things 
will not be despised. When we entered 
upon our work the present year, we found 
our circuit in rather a low state ; and in 
the language of one, sume societies were 
** cold :” yet we found them in harmony, 
and paying some regard to the assembling 
of themselves together to hear the word. 
My worthy colleague and myself entered 
upon our work together, with the deter- 
mination ‘to know nothing among men, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified ;”— 
and our unworthy labours have not been 
én vain in the Lord. In the south part of 
the town of Bristol, a very gracious work 
has been going on for some time past.— 
We have formed a new society of about 
twenty members in that place, and the 
work still progresses. The commence- 
ment of this revival is traced to the Pitts- 
ford campmeeting, of which an account 
has been published in your excellent Ma- 
gazine. Although this revival is not at- 
tended with as much noise as some, yet, 
as far as we can judge, it is deep and 
genuine. It seems to have made some 
inroads upon Universalism ;—but that is 
nothing strange, considering the nature 
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of that sentiment, and the nature of the 
work. Another small revival has taken 
place in the town of Ferrisburgh, in which 
the Methodists and Congregationalists 
have been the principal sharers. We 
have also had considerable additions to 
the church in several other places within 
the bounds of our circuit. Indeed, the 
prospects are flattering at present in this 
region ; and shat is the best of all, the 
people of God begin to “‘ arise and shine.” 
Attention to classmeetings, to family du- 
ties, and to the public administration of 
God’s word, are oinens of better days,—— 
Since we entered upon our work the pre- 
sent conference year, we have admitted 
about sixty members into society; and 
have had occasion to expel but few: yet 
it is a doubt whether we cleave as close 
to the letter of our excellent discipline as 
the welfare of the cause requires. May 
God search our hearts as ministers and 
people. May he continue to revive his 
work throughout the habitable world, un- 
til all flesh shall see of his salvation. Oh 
pray, ye friends of Jesus, that he may 
make bare his holy arm in the midst of 
the people. 





GRAND RIVER MISSION, UPPER CANADA. 
Lelter from the Rev, W. Case to the Editors, dated Kingston, U. C., December, 1825 


Tue friends of missions in these parts 
have enjoyed much delight in reading ac- 
cdunts of the work of grace among the 
natives of America ;—and from the plea- 
sing eircumstance that the Great Shep- 
herd is raising up native teachers, they 
are animated with the hope that the know- 
ledge of the Saviour will be extended to 
many other tribes and nations of the Ame- 
riean forest. In Mr. Torry’s letter of 
the 12th of September, some interesting 
facts are stated relative to the conversion 
ef the Missisaugahs, which is the more 
remarkable as they are among the most 
ignorant and degraded of all the natives 
of this country. From later accounts it 
appears that the good work still prospers, 
and principally by means of a native teach- 
er. These Missisaugahs being mostly 
dependant on the chase of the forest and 
ihe treasures of the waters for their sub- 
sistence, are still a wandering people ;— 
but to whatever place they remove their 
tents, whether to the banks of the Grand 
river, to attend the cultivation of their 
corn, and send their children to the school, 
or to the rivers and lakes for fishing, in 
eyery place they erect their altar for de- 
vation and religious instruction. I will 
give you a description of the Missisaugah 

BUSH CHAPEL. 
The Indian brethren having removed to 


the river Credit, on my way down from. 
the conference, the 4th October, I turned 
aside a few miles to make them a visit. 
As I entered their camp, their chapel was 
pointed out to me. It stood on the plain, 
a little distance from the tents ; and was 
made of tali bushes, standing erect in a 
circular form ; the large ends being made 
fast in the ground, and their tops bending 
nearly together over head. This, to be 
sure, thought i, is but a poor covert from 
the storm ;—but in a season of drought, 
like this, it answers every purpose, as it 
defends them from the winds, and screens 
them from the heat of the sun. Within 
the circle it was quite conveniently seated 
with broken boards and slabs, drawn from 
the rubbish in the river. Here the Indian 
brethren assemble every morning at the 
sound of the horn, when Peter Jones leads 
their devotions, by singing and prayer ;— 
after which, one or more join in prayer, 
and they retire to the labours of the day. 
Here also they assemble on the sabbath, 
when the Indian speaker reads a chapter 
or two, and gives it in the language of his 
brethren ;-—after which he gives exkorta- 
tions to the multitudes, in Chipawa and 
English. How great the change! On the 
ground where drunkenness and rioting 
formerly prevailed, no drunkard is now 
seen ; no voice but that of prayer arfd 
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praise, and the offer of salvation, is 
heard ! 

Though we found the brethren busily 
empleyed in fishing, they were desirous 
to hear something of the good word. The 
horn was blown, and the place was soon 
filled with hearers. When the brethren 
and sisters entered the chapel, they all 
kneeled at their seats, and repeated a 
short prayer; then taking their seats, they 
sat with entire silence, listening with great 
attention. Having read the beatitudes in 
the fifth chapter of Matthew, I expounded 
on them severally. Peter, standing by 
my side, gave the translation of the Scrip- 
tures, and the preacher’s words, as he 
preached on the several subjects. When 
the discourse was concluded, the brethren 
all responded the Indian ‘‘ yooch,” an- 
swering to our amen—so may it be. After 
an affectionate parting, in which we took 
each by the hand, and mutually promised 
to pray for each other, I left the Indian 
camp, with many pleasing reflections on 
the happy changes the Lord had wrought 
among this people. 

The above remarks are mede princi- 
pally with a view to introduce the follow- 
ing letter, which I received lately from 
brother Jones. The following is a copy, 
without variation, (except the omission 
of a few words,) retaining the spelling 
and punctuation, as in the original. 

“ River Credit, Nov. 10, 1825. 
“‘ Dear Brother,—The good Lord is still 
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carrying on his work among us, in that he 
is bringing poor Indians out of heathenish 
darkness to the most marvellous light of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Yes, dear bro- 
ther, you may rejoice over ten more con- 
verted Indians, since you saw us last at 
the Credit. I have indeed, for my part, 
experienced the greatest blessings since I 
have been Jabouring here among my na- 
tion ; frequently in our meetings, the 
Lord pours out his Holy Spirit upon us, 
like as in the ancient days, so that the 
noise of praise to God is heard afar off. 
Oh! blessed be the name of God, for what 
he has done for us, poor wandering In- 
dians: it makes me rejoice while writing, 
We have not forgotten the request and. the 
promise you made when you took your 
leave of us at the Credit,—that we should 
pray for you and for the Indians in your 
quarter, and that you would pray for us. 
I have often heard them pray for you, that 
you might be successful in persuading both 
white people and Indians to become Chris- 
tians ; and 1 hope we have an interest in 
your prayers to God, that we may be faith- 
ful unto the end, and receive the erown of 
eternal life. We intend to return shortly 
to the Grand river, and to spend the win- 
ter there. 
‘* A word of advice will be thankfully 
received. 
‘¢] remain your unworthy friend, 
** KaGawaKANaBY, 
alias Peter Jones.” 





MISSISEPA AND ATTAWA MISSION. 


Letter from the Rev. S. Betton, missionary to the newly settled townships between the 
Missisepa and Attawa rivers, dated Lanark, U. C., Jan. 6, 1826. 


By the regulations of the missionary 
society, it becomes my duty to communi- 
cate the state of religion in the bounds of 
iny mission. 

Having received my appointment at the 
late Canada conference, as missionary to 
the “newly. settled townships between the 
Missisepa and Attawa rivers,” I arrived 
here about the 10th of October, and com- 
menced preaching in a number of places : 
butin consequence of the state of the roads, 
which at that season of the year are im- 
passable on account of the swamps, I did 
not pursue my labours in the form of a 
regular circuit till the frost set in. Since 
this my tours have become regular, and I 
attend once in two weeks in twelve or 
fourteen different places. At most of 
these appointments, the congregations 
are large, serious, and attentive ; a num- 
ber appear to be under awakenings, and 
a few profess to have experienced a 
change. 

Some of the settlements which my tour 


embraces were two years ago visited by 
brothers Metcalf and Waldron ;—but as 
one preacher only was afterwards appoint- 
ed to the Perth circuit, these settlements 
were necessarily neglected. Most of the 
neighbourhoods which I now visit were 
seldom or never till this season favoured 
with the preaching of the word, or with 
any other religious means whatever. The 
people generally are very kind and affec- 
tionate. They listen with gratitude to the 
word of truth, and with delight they resort 
to those means of grace, of which they 
have been destitute for several years. It 
is not unfrequently the case, that persons, 
both male and female, travel on foot from 
their remote cabins, eight or ten miles, in 
order to attend our meetings. 

It cannot be expected that a people, not 
wealthy at home, after accomplishing a 
voyage of nearly four thousand miles, and 
then settling in a remote wilderness, could 
at once have many conveniences in life : 
but though their cireumstances are indi- 
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gent, their accommodations poor, an! the 
travelling excessively bad, yet 1 am en- 
couraged, from the consolations of religion 
and the prospects around me, to persevere 
in the discharge of the duties of my sta- 
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tion: and I hope, in my next communi- 
cation, (if the Lord give his blessing,) to 
send you a more encouraging account of 
the state of religion in this wilderness.— 
I hope for an interest in your prayers, 


ADDRESS AND CONSTITUTION OF THE METHODIST JUVENILE MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETY OF NEW-YORK, 


Auriliary to the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Adopted November 24, 1825, 


ADDRESS. 

A society has been recently formed in 
this city, denominated ‘“‘ The Juvenile Mis- 
sionary Society of New-York, auxiliary to 
the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church ;” and its managers beg 
leave to address a few words to their fel- 
low youth on the subject. 

The principal object of this association 
is, to contribute our mite to the general 
diffusion of gospel truth ; and though the 
contributions we have to give are small in 
themselves, they may accumulate, and 
when all put together amount to consi- 
derable. 

In the first place, we would record our 
gratitude to God that we were born of 
Christian parents ; that we have had our 
education thus far under the light of the 
gospel; and that our parents have set us 
the example, by engaging before us so 
successfully in the missionary cause, and 
have encouraged the undertaking, by 
teaching us the necessity of deveting our 
youth to this noble enterprise. 

We have been farther stimulated to this 
work by reading and hearing of the suc- 
cessful efforts of others,particularly among 
the Indian youth of our wilderness, and 
by the hope that, from our enlisting in 
this cause, our own minds may become 
more effectually imbued with the great 
truths of the gospel, and more obedient to 
its sacred influence. 

But the principal object of this address 
is to call on our fellow youth to associate 
with us in the missionary cause. 

It is allowed on all hands that mission- 
ary efforts have been productive of great 
and permanent good to mankind. Indeed 
it would be madness to deny it. Thou- 
sands of living witnesses can testify to 
this truth, and thousands of facts concur 
to support it. 

While, therefore, the goodness of the 
cause is generally admitted, and while all 
should engage in its support, there are 
many reasons which suggest themselves 
why the youth especially should contri- 
bute their efforts and their money to pro- 
mote this grand design. 

Habits formed in youth are likely to be 
permanent. The earlier we engage in that 


which is good, the sooner will a correct 
habit be superinduced. Instead then of 
wasting our cents for toys and baubles, 


and thus acquire the habit of trangressing 


the rules of a just economy, it would be 
much better to save these useless expen- 
ses, and cast the amount into the treasury 
of the Lord. Much good may result from 
such a procedure, both to ourselves and to 
the missionary cause. 

The members of this association will 
occasionally be called together, when use- 
ful instruction, and religious information 
and counsel will be given to them. They 
will also hear on those occasions of tbe 
happiness they are contributing to diffuse 
among the ignorant youth of the wilder- 
ness, 

The constitution of the society accom- 
panies this address, from which you will 
learn the nature and design of the insti- 
tution. We cheerfully invite you all to 
rally around this standard, and to devote 
the morning of life to the best of causes. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article I.—This society shall be called 
** The Juvenile Missionary Society of N. 
York, auxiliary to the Missionary Soci- 
ety of the Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

Article Il.—Each person paying two 
cents or upwards a month, or twenty-five 
cents a year, or upwards, shall be a mem- 
ber. 

Article III.—The business of the socie- 
ty shall be conducted by a president, vice 
president, treasurer, secretary, male and 
female superintendent, and twenty-four 
managers : an equal number of which 
shall be male and female. The treasurer 
and superintendents shall be appointed by 
the parent institution ; and the president, 
vice president, secretary, and twenty-four 
managers, by the society at its annual 
meeting. The board thus constituted 
shall have power to make by-laws, to re- 
gulate its own proceedings, fill up vacan- 
cies (except those of the treasurer and 
superintendents) that may occur during 
the year, and shall meet once a month, 
or oftener if necessary. 

Article 1V.--The president, or in his 
absence the vice president, or in the ab- 
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sence of both, such member as the meet- 
ing shall appoint, shall preside at all meet- 
ings of the society and of the board. 

Article V.—The treasurcr shall keep a 
record of all the names of subscribers, 
receive and keep an account of all moneys 
collected, and pay them annually, or of- 
tencr, to the treasurer of the parent soci- 
ety, and exhibit his account to the society 
at itsannual meeting. The secretary shall 
keep a journal of the proceedings of the 
society and the board, call their meetings, 
and condnet the correspondence of the 
society, under the direction of the board 
of managers. 
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Article VI.—-It shall be the duty of the 
board of managers to endeavour to form 
branch juvenile societies wherever it is 
deemed expedient, embracing the same 
objects with this institution. 

Article VII.--This constitution shall 
not be altered but by a vote of two thirds 
of the society, on the recommendation of 
the board of managers; but the funds of 
this society shall never be otherwise ap- 
propriated than herein directed. 

Article VIII.—-The superintendents shall 
be present at all meetings of the board and 
the society, and assist by their advice in 
any matter that may come before them. 


pS 


OBITUARY: 
i 


DEATH OE THE REV. SAMUEL G. ATKINS. 
(Communicated for the Methodist Magazine, by the Rev. Edward Hyde.) 


Diep at Dorchester, Mass., Feb. 27th, 
the Rev. Samuel G. Atkins, in the twenty- 
eighth year of his age. Our deceased bro- 
ther was born at Salem, Mass., but in early 
life took up his residence at Lynn, where 
he was made a partaker of the pardoning 
love of God. Soon after his conversion, 
he gave evident marks of his having ta- 
Jents for the important work of the minis- 
try. In the year 1822 he gave himself up 
wholly to the work, and was admitted on 
trial by the New-England conference, and 
filled the several stations where he was 
appointed to labour with usefulness. Al- 
though we had bim with us but a short 
time,—(at the next conference he would 
have been eligible for elder’s orders, )— 
yet he endeared himself to those who 
were acquainted with him, by a life de- 
voted to God. 

In him religion was not a transient 
flame ; but it took deep root in his heart, 
and had an abiding influence over his life 
and conversation ;—and it might well be 
asked of him, (as of another preacher 
who now rests from his labours,) *‘ Who 
ever saw him light or trifling?” or ever 
heard any conversation from him since 
he commenced his ministerial labours, but 
what was such as became a minister of 
the Lord Jesus? Our respected brother 
was naturally very diffident, possessing a 
large share of modesty, which prevented 
his conversing much in company ; but 
when engaged in performing the duties 
of the ministry, he knew no fear. He 
often preached to the admiration of the 
people, and to the edification and comfort 
of the followers of Christ. He was well 
read in the Scriptures, and delighted much 


in studying what would give him a know- 
ledge of them. His experience in the deep 
things of God was exceedingly clear. For 
some time before his death, he enjoyed 
the invaluable blessing of perfect love, 
which enabled him to triumph in the 
midst of his sufferings. Shortly after he 
received his appointment at the last con- 
ference, symptoms of the fatal consump- 
tion made their appearance, and he was 
soon obliged to leave his field of labour ; 
not, however, till he had laboured long 
enough to endear himseif to the people of 
his charge. He was confined to the house 
of Mr. A. Otheman, where every attention 
was paid to him, till he left this vale of 
tears. 

During his long confinement he was 
uniformly resigned to the will of God, 
and at times enraptured with the prospect 
of a glorious immortality. He could rea- 
dily declare that the gospel he had preach- 
ed to others was now his support, and he 
had no cause to repent of having spent 
the remnant of his days in spreading the 
knowledge of a Saviour, and that he could 
now trust himself in the hands of the Lord, 
without any choice of his own either to 
live or die. When the closing scene drew 
near, his soul was filled with joy, which 
continued to increase till his happy spirit 
took its flight for a better world. His last 
words were, ‘I am happy—I am happy,” 
and then quietly fell asleep in Jesus, with- 
out a sigh or groan. 

Thus lived and died our beloved bro- 
ther, leaving an admonition to his bre- 
thren in the ministry and membership to 
“be also ready for the coming of their 
Lord.” 








Obituary. 


DEATHS OF PREACHERS. 


[The accounts of the deaths of the following preachers are taken from the Minutes 
of the Conferences published at Cincinnati. } 


OHIO CONFERENCE. 

Nathan Walker.—He was born in Montgomery 
eounty, Maryland, Oct. 20, 1795. In 1820 he was 
received on trial as a travelling preacher, and 
appointed to Duck creek circuit. He was admit- 
ted to deacon’s orders in 1822, to elder’s orders 
in 1824, and continued to labour faithfully, and 
with success, until] near the time of his death, 
which took place on the 26th of August, 1825.— 
He had been appointed to Deer creek circuit ; 
and though feeble in body, he was diligent and 
zealous in his labours until near the close of the 
year, when he received an attack of the bilious 
or typhus fever. At the house of Mrs. Butler, of 
Old Town, he was received and attended with 
great kindness, and had the aid of a physician ; 
but it soon appeared that the time of his depart- 
ure was at hand. He was patient and resigned 
during his illness, and, after fifteen days of suffer- 
ing, he departed in peace. 

KENTUCKY CONFERENCE. 

John P. Fialey—He was born in South Caro- 
lina, the 13th of June, 1783. His parents removed 
to.the western country while he was in his child- 
Wood, and, through their exertions and his own, 
he obtained a classical education. In early life 
he endeavoured to establish himself in Univer- 
salism; but while hearing a sermon from Rev. 
John Collins, he became convinced that the doc- 
trine was erroneous, and soon after this he em- 
braced religion. In September, 1810, he received 
license to preach, as a local preacher, in the Me- 
thodist church. From that time until the summer 
of 1822, he laboured with great zeal and success 
in different parts of Ohio, teaching schools and 
academies, and preaching the gospel of Christ. 
In 1822 he was appointed a professor of langua- 
ges in Augusta college, Kentucky, and he remo- 
ved to that place. In the fall of the same year he 
was received on trial in the travelling connexion. 
After this he continued to discharge the duties of 
his professorship in the college, and to labour in 
word and doctrine, as far as his declining health 
would permit, until May, 1825, when he was sei- 
zed with a typhus fever, which terminated in his 
death. His amiable deportment and uprightness 
of life procured him many friends; his zeal in the 
cause of Zion was constant and unabated ; and 
he died as he had lived, triumphing in the good- 
ness and mercy of God. 

Martin Flint.—He was born in North Caroline; 
Stokes county, in October, 1799. His father died 
when he was about five years old, and his mother 
removed to Tennessee. In 1817, at a campmeet- 
ing, he made a profession of religion, and became 
a member of the Methodist church. In 1819 he 
was admitted on trial as a travelling preacher, 
by the Tennessee conference, and appointed to 
Christian circuit. From this time until the Ken- 
tucky conference of 1824, he continued to labour 
with faithfulness and acceptance in the vineyard 
of the Lord. In 1824 he was placed in a super- 
aunnuated relation to the conference, and early in 
1825 he was confined to his bed. His mind was 
tranquil in the midst of his affliction; and while 
he perceived his health and strength constantly 
failing, ho was enabled to look beyond the limits 
of time, and anticipate a vast reward in heaven. 
On the 25th of March, 1825, he fell asleep in Jesus. 

William Young.—He was born on the 14th of 


January, 1798, joined the Methodist society i: 
April, 1818, cbtained license to preach in July, 
1820, and commenced travelling in October fol- 
lowing. He was appointed to Cumberland cir- 
cuit in 1821, and in 1822 to Middle island circuit. 
In 1823 he obtained a location, and was readmit- 
ted the following year, and appointed to Shelby 
circuit. About the last of June, 1825, he had an 
attack of the bilious fever, which confined him 
until the 4th of August, when death released him 
from his eufferings. During his illness his suffer- 
ings were severe, but he bore thein with Pesig- 
nation. On the morning previous to his death, 
he said, “I know that God is my friend, and ans 
perfectly resigned to go.” Afterwards he broke 
out in acclamations of praise, crying, “Glory be 
to God.” So died our brother, and rests from his 
labours. 


-_—_ 


MISSOURI CONFERENCE. 

Thomas Wright was born in South Carolina. 
While in his childhood, his parents removed to 
Kentucky. In 1808, having removed to the west 
side of the Mississippi, his mind received serious 
impressions; and having experienced the power 
of redeeming grace, he resolved to devote hin- 
self to the service of God. In 1810, having la« 
boured several months as a preacher, under the 
direction of the presiding elder of the district, 
he received his appointment from the annual 
conference, to travel on the Merrimack circuit. 
He coutinued his useful labours on different cir- 
cuits until the year 1821, when he was appointed 
to Cape Girardeau district. Here he was welf 
received, and many, through his instrumentality. 
were enabled to rejoice in Ged their Saviour.—- 
In 1824 he was appointed to Cape Girardeau and 
New Madrid circuit;—but in a short time after 
this, about the middle of January, 1825, he was 
suddenly seized with illness, which, after some 
time, terminated in mental derangement. Until 
his mind became deranged, he possessed his soul 
in patience, and expressed full confidence of his 
acceptance with God through the merits of x 
Saviour. On the 14th day of February, 1825, 
he ended his sufferings, and went to his reward. 


TENNESSEE CONFERENCE. 

John White was born in September, 1804, in 
Anson county, North Carolina. He was admitted 
on trial at the Tennessee conference of 1823, and 
appointed to the Forked deer circuit. In 1824 he 
was appointed to Wayne circuit. At the follow- 
ing conference he was admitted to deacon’s or- 
ders, and appointed to Hatchy circuit, where he 
closed his life and his labours. In July his health 
began to decline, and on the 7th of August he 
was violently attacked with a bilious fever.— 
Although he received the kindest attention at 
the place where he lodged, both from the family 
and from physicians, all attempts for his restora- 
tion proved abortive. He expired on the 18th of 
August, 1825, and left a world of sin and sorrow 
for a world of glory. He was well received in 
the places where he travelled ; and his name will 
tong be dear to many of the pious. In his afflic- 
tion he was not heard to murmur. After his 
speech failed, one of his friends requested him 
to “raise his hand, if he had gained the victory.” 
He did so, and, without a groan, left the world 
in triumph. 





